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Book by Milosz Czeslaw
A compelling compendium of poetry by the Nobel Prize-winning poet represents a 
definitive overview of the work of the seminal author of Second Space, Facing the River, 
and other works.
Selected Poems: 1931-2004

celebrates Czeslaw Milosz's lifetime of poetry. Widely regarded as one of the greatest 
poets of our time, Milosz is a master of expression and probing inquiry. Life opened for 
Czeslaw Milosz at a crossroads of civilizations in northeastern Europe. This was less a 
melting pot than a torrent of languages and ideas, where old folk traditions met Catholic, 
Protestant, Judaic, and Orthodox rites. What unfolded next around him was a century of 
catastrophe and madness: two world wars, revolutions, invasions, and the murder of tens of 
millions, all set to a cacophony of hymns, gunfire, national anthems, and dazzling lies. In the 
thick of this upheaval, wide awake and in awe of living, dodging shrapnel, imprisonment, 
and despair, Milosz tried to understand both history and the moment, with humble respect 
for the suffering of each individual. He read voraciously in many languages and wrote 
masterful poetry that, even in translation, is infused with a tireless spirit and a penetrating 
insight into fundamental human dilemmas and the staggering yet simple truth that "to exist 
on the earth is beyond any power to name." Unflinching, outspoken, timeless, and 
unsentimental, Milosz digs through the rubble of the past, forging a vision -- and a warning 
-- that encompasses both pain and joy. "His intellectual life," writes Seamus Heaney, "could 
be viewed as a long single combat with shape-shifting untruth."

Other Books
Here Lies Lalo, "Stupid America, remember that chicanito / flunking math and English / he 
is the Picasso / of your western states / but he will die / with one thousand masterpieces / 
hanging only from his mind." In his poem, "Stupid America," Chicano activist poet Abelardo 
"Lalo" Delgado decries the lack of opportunity faced by his people: children let down by 
the educational system; artists and poets unable to express their creativity. "That 
chicano / with a big knife / he doesn't want to knife you / he wants to sit down on a 
bench / and carve … / but you won't let him." Known as the "poet laureate de Aztlán" and 
called "the grandfather of Chicano literature" in his 2004 obituary in The New York Times, 
Delgado used his words to fight for justice and equal opportunity for people of Mexican 
descent living in the United States. A twelve-year-old when he emigrated from northern 
Mexico to El Paso, Texas, Delgado's development as a poet and writer coincided with the 
Chicano Civil Rights movement, and so his poems both reflect the suffering of the 
oppressed and are a call to action. "We want to let america know that she / belongs to us 
as much as we belong in turn to her / by now we have learned to talk / and want to be in 
good speaking terms / with all that is america." Available for the first time to mainstream 
audiences, Delgado's poems included in this landmark volume were written between 1969 
and 2001, and are in Spanish, English, and a combination of both languages. While many of 
his poems protest mistreatment and discrimination, especially as experienced by farm 
workers, many others focus on love of family and for the land and traditions of his people. 
Delgado wrote and self-published 14 books of poetry—none of which are available today—
and five of them are included in this long-awaited volume. These poems by a pioneering 
Chicano poet and revolutionary are a must-read for anyone interested in the Chicano Civil 
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Rights movement and the origins of Chicano literature.
�����. The  Collected Poems  of Abelardo Delgado Abelardo &quot;Lalo&quot; Delgado 
Jarica Linn Watts ... Performance Hall Houston, Texas 77204-2004 Cover design by Pilar 
Espino Cover photo courtesy of Arte Público Press archives Abelardo,  1931-2004 ."
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