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The writings of seventeenth-century French Jesuits in Native North America found in Jesuit
Relations tell the story of their early American encounters through the inclusion of
background on these missionaries, the Indians, and their cohabitation in early North
America.

ALLAN GREER is professor of history and vice principal of University College at the
University of Toronto. Author of The People of New France (1997); The Patriots and the
People: The Rebellion of 1837 in Rural Lower Canada (1993); Peasant. Lord and Merchant:
Rural Society in Three Quebec Parishes 1740-1840 (1985), he is also the recipient of the
John Porter Prize, the Prix Lionel-Groulx, the Sir John A. MacDonald Prize, and the Allan
Sharlin Prize. He is currently working on a book on the seventeenth-century Mohawk “saint”
Kateri Tekakwitha."Once again, Allan Greer has found an engaging way to draw students
closer to the cultural encounters occurring in northeastern North America during the early
colonial period. His accessible translations of judiciously selected, generous samples from
The Jesuit Relations will help ground fruitful class discussions ranging from native social
organization to the mental worlds of Counter-Reformation clergymen.”

"The Jesuit Relations is among the most important scholarly sources for the study of early
American history, and it's simply magic in the classroom. Greer's thoughtful translations
and his concise, well-informed introduction do justice to these remarkable documents. The
gripping. vivid selections from The Jesuit Relations will fully engage undergraduates,
dissolve their stereotypes of both Indians and colonists, and allow them to gain a more
nuanced view of life in early America.”

Other Books

Encounters of the Spirit, Historians have long been aware that the encounter with
Europeans affected all aspects of Native American life. But were Indians the only ones
changed by these cross-cultural meetings? Might the newcomers’ ways, including their
religious beliefs and practices, have also been altered amid their myriad contacts with
native peoples? In Encounters of the Spirit, Richard W. Pointer takes up these intriguing
questions in an innovative study of the religious encounter between Indians and Euro-
Americans in early America. Exploring a series of episodes across the three centuries of
the colonial era and stretching from New Spain to New France and the English settlements,
he finds that the flow of cultural influence was more often reciprocal than unidirectionall.

. Native Americans and European Colonial Religion Richard W. Pointer ... ed., The
Jesuit Relations : Natives and Missionaries in Seventeenth - Century North America
(New York: Bedford /St. Martin's Press, 2000), 1-19. 8"
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