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?The stories within these books have the poignancy of new discoveries as well as the 
unworn imagination of the ancestors. The commentary has the sharp edge of modern 
thought and the intricacy which results from the intellect being woven through the ritual 
complexities of tribal life. The purpose of constructing thresholds that bring this world 
together is to find the powers that can heal the rends in tribal as well as modern 
communities.? --Michael Meade, from the Introduction Versed in the languages of 
psychology, comparative literature, as well as ancient mythology, healing, and divination, 
Malidoma Patrice Some bridges paths between the ancient tribal world of the West 
African Dagara culture and modern Western society. Ritual is written with wild imagination, 
careful critical reflection, and intuitive insights that will force the reader to encounter the 
world anew.
Malidoma Patrice Som�, born in Upper Volta (now Burkina Faso) West Africa, is initiated in 
the ancestral traditions of his tribe, and is a medicine man and diviner in the Dagra culture. 
He holds three master's degrees and two doctorates from Sorbonne and Brandeis 
University, and has taught at the University of Michigan. He currently devotes himself to 
speaking and, with his wife, Sobonfu, conducting intensive workshops throughout the 
United States.Some is the ideal author for this book, which presents traditional beliefs 
about spirit possession and the need for ritual. He grew up in a village in West Africa and 
holds advanced degrees from the Sorbonne and Brandeis University, and he is also a 
Dagara medicine man and diviner. Some presents his own reactions to Western culture's 
enslavement to machine technology, which, he states, "is the spirit of death made to look 
like life." He concentrates on the need for grief ritual and ways of working with emotion in 
Western culture. Recommended for academic and large public libraries.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.
Other Books
Transformative Sustainability Education, This book lays out the principles and practices of 
transformative sustainability education using a relational way of thinking and being. 
Elizabeth A. Lange advocates for a new approach to environmental and sustainability 
education, that of rethinking the Western way of knowing and being and engendering a 
frank discussion about the societal elements that are generating climate, environmental, 
economic, and social issues. Highlighting the importance of Indigenous and life-giving 
cultures, the book covers educational theory, transformation stories of adult learners, 
social and economic critique, and visions of changemakers. Each chapter also has a 
strong pedagogical element, with entry points for learners and embodied practices and 
examples of taking action at micro/meso/macro levels woven throughout. Overall, this 
book enacts a relational approach to transformative sustainability education that draws 
from post humanist theory, process thought, relational ontology, decolonization theory, 
Indigenous philosophy, and a spirituality that builds a sense of sacred towards the living 
world. Written in an imaginative, storytelling manner, this book will be a great resource for 
formal and nonformal environmental and sustainability educators.
�����. See his book  Ritual :  Power ,  Healing, and Community  (New York: Penguin  
Compass , ... One example is in  Malidoma Somé , The  Healing  Wisdom of Africa: Finding 
Life Purpose through Nature,  Ritual , and  Community  (New York: Jeremy P."
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