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In The Wandering Hill, Larry McMurtry continues the story of Tasmin Berrybender and her 
family in the still unexplored Wild West of the 1830s, at the point in time when the Mountain 
Men and trappers like Jim Bridger and Kit Carson (both lively characters in the book), 
though still alive, are already legendary figures, when the journey of Lewis and Clark is still 
a living memory, while the painter George Catlin is at work capturing the Mandan tribes 
just before they are eliminated by the incursion of the white man and smallpox, and when 
the clash between the powerful Indian tribes of the Missouri and the encroaching white 
Americans is about to turn into full-blown tragedy. 
 Amidst all this, the Berrybender family -- English, eccentric, wealthy, and fiercely out of 
place -- continues its journey of exploration, although beset by difficulties, tragedies, the 
desertion of trusted servants, and the increasing hardships of day-to-day survival in a land 
where nothing can be taken for granted. 
 Abandoning their luxurious steamer, which is stuck in the ice near the Knife River, they 
make their way overland to the confluence of the Missouri and the Yellowstone, to spend 
the winter in conditions of siege at the trading post of Pierre Boisdeffre, right smack in 
what is, from their point of view, the middle of nowhere. By now, Tasmin is a married 
woman, or as good as, and about to be a mother, living with the elusive young mountain 
man Jim Snow (The Sin Killer), and not only going to have his child, but to discover that he 
has a whole other Indian family he hasn't told her about. 
 On his part, Jim is about to discover that in taking the outspoken, tough-minded, 
stubbornly practical young aristocratic woman into his teepee he has bitten off more than 
he can chew -- Tasmin doesn't hesitate to answer back, use the name of the Lord in vain, 
and strike out, though she is taken aback when the quiet Jim actually strikes her. 
 Still, theirs is a great love affair, lived out in conditions of great risk, and dominates this 
volume of Larry McMurtry's Berrybender Narratives, in which Tasmin gradually takes center 
stage as her father loses his strength and powers of concentration, and her family goes to 
pieces stranded in the hostile wilderness, surrounded by interesting savages with ideas of 
their own and mountain men who are all of the "strong, silent type" of later Western legend, 
and hardly less savage than the Indians. 
 From the murder of the iced-in steamship's crew to the appearance of the Partezon, a 
particularly blood-thirsty Sioux warrior with a band of over two hundred followers (the 
Partezon thoughtfully buries one of Lord Berrybender's servants alive in a gutted buffalo, 
ordering his feet and hands to be chopped off so he will fit into the body cavity, to see if 
the man can get out), The Wandering Hill (which refers to a powerful and threatening 
legend in local Indian folklore) is at once literature on a grand scale and riveting 
entertainment by a master storyteller.
The Wandering Hill, the second volume in Larry McMurtry's The Berrybender Narratives, 
retains the humor of the first installment, Sin Killer, while establishing a more meditative 
mood. Picking up where Sin Killer left off, The Wandering Hill finds noble English family the 
Berrybenders waiting out the oncoming winter at a high plains trading post, delaying their 
hunting expedition through the frontier-era American west. Tight confines force the spirited, 
bickering Berrybenders to contend with one another, as well as an assortment of colorful 
attendants and raw trappers. Conflict has arisen between fiery and very pregnant heroine 
Tasmin and her stoical, evangelical mountain man husband Jim Snow, a.k.a. Sin Killer. 
Selfish, randy patriarch Lord Berrybender, having lost a leg, seven toes, and three fingers 
thus far on their journey (though not his "favorite appendage"), is slowly losing his sanity. 
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Malicious youngest child Mary begins an odd pseudo-sexual friendship with naturalist Piet 
Van Wely, while "foppish" heir Bobbety's no less ambiguous relationship with priest Father 
Geoffrin inspires his father to accidentally stick his son in the eye with a fork. In between 
many such self-inflicted disasters, three children are born, fierce native tribes attack, a man 
is sewn into a buffalo carcass, and many lives are lost, often in the presence of a strange, 
mobile hill whose legendary appearance signals impending doom. McMurtry, meanwhile, 
continues the momentum he built with Sin Killer, offering graceful storytelling, wonderfully 
dimensional realism, and deadpan wit. The wintry Wandering Hill, however, diverges from 
Sin Killer's madcap activity to further consider the inner lives of many of its splendid 
characters. McMurtry will have his fans clamoring for an answer, though delighting in his 
wandering path toward a resolution. --Ross DollLarry McMurtry is the author of twenty-nine 
novels, including the Pulitzer Prize-winning Lonesome Dove, three memoirs, two collections 
of essays, and more than thirty screenplays. He lives in Archer City, Texas.
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