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Flora Thompson (1876-1947) wrote what may be the quintessential distillation of English
country life at the turn of the twentieth century. In 1945, the three books - Lark Rise (1939),
Over to Candleford (1947), and Candleford Green (1943), were published together in one
elegant volume, and this new omnibus Nonpareil edition, complete with charming wood
engravings. should be a cause for redl rejoicing.

This is the story of three closely-related Oxfordshire communities -- a hamlet, a village. and
a town -- and the memorable cast of characters who people them. Based on Thompson's
own experiences as a child and young woman, it is keenly observed and beautifully
narrated. quiet and evocative.

The books have inspired two plays that ran in London, and the trilogy has been adapted
into a multi-part, long-running television drama series by the BBC. The first series of ten
episodes is scheduled to be syndicated on various PBS stations throughout the Unites
States. A Nonpareil Book by David R. Godine.

The story of three closely related Oxfordshire communities - a hamlet, the nearby vilage
and a small market town - this immortal trilogy is based on Flora Thompson's experiences
during childhood and youth. It chronicles May Day celebrations and forgotten children’s
games, the daily lives of farmworkers and craftsmen, friends and relations - all painted with
the gaiety and freshness of observation that makes this a precise and endearing
portrayal of country life at the end of the last century. This is the story of three closely-
related Oxfordshire communities, a hamlet, a vilage. and a town, and the memorable cast
of characters who people them. Based on her own experiences as a child and young
woman, it is keenly observed and beautifully narrated, quiet and evocative.

Other Books

Dreams of the Good Life, While the Lark Rise to Candleford trilogy. Flora Thompson's
much-loved portrait of life in the English countryside, has inspired a hit television series,
relatively little is known about the author herself. In this highly original book. bestselling
biographer and nature writer Richard Mabey sympathetically retraces her life and her
transformation from a post-office clerk who left school at fourteen to a sophisticated
professional writer. Revealing how a formidable imagination can arise from the humblest of
beginnings. Dreams of the Good Life paints a poignant, unforgettable portrait of a working-
class woman writer's struggle for creative expression.

.In this highly original book. bestselling biographer and nature writer Richard Mabey
sympathetically retraces her life and her transformation from a post-office clerk who left
school at fourteen to a sophisticated professional writer.”
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