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Deep inside the broom cupboard of Rose Cottage, two mice live in great style. 

Tumtum and Nutmeg lead cozy and quiet lives, secretly looking after Arthur and Lucy, the 
disheveled human children of the cottage, never dreaming that so many exciting 
adventures will soon find them. But when evil Aunt Ivy, a squeamish schoolteacher named 
Miss Short, and pirating pond rats threaten the safety of those they hold dear, the 
courageous pair will stop at nothing to save the day. 

In three thrilling tales of daring and wit, Tumtum and Nutmeg-along with veteran hero 
General Marchmouse, Ms. Tiptoe's bouncing ballerina army, and a team of caged gerbils--
prove that small-size mice can have world-size hearts.
Emily Bearn has worked as a staff writer at Harper & Queen magazine, The Times, and 
the Sunday Telegraph. She lives with her daughter in London, England. Tumtum & Nutmeg 
is her first novel.Starred Review. Grade 2-4-Rose Cottage is a modest abode "rife with 
clutter and chaos." But behind a broom-closet door, hidden by a heavy chest of drawers, 
lies a 36-room mansion, home to Tumtum and Nutmeg Nutmouse. The retiring animal 
couple takes great pleasure in helping absentminded Mr. Mildew and his motherless 
children, who live in the cottage, in small ways-darning socks, rewiring heaters, and patching 
shoes. But a visit by the Mildews' odious Aunt Ivy turns the quiet couple's life upside down 
after the woman spots them on the upstairs landing. A full-blown mouse attack ensues, 
requiring the assistance of neighboring General Marchmouse and his mouse battalion. 
Adventure upon adventure follows, including trouble at the local school and an encounter 
with pirate rats (who are hindered by liqueur-filled chocolates). Before long readers know 
just what to expect from Bearn's characters: a can-do attitude and bustling efficiency 
from Nutmeg, even-tempered consideration from Tumtum, and from the General, an 
inflated ego and childlike impulses. The author provides enough twists and turns to keep 
the excitement high and fills her story with delightful details (outside of an occasional 
"earwig en croute," the mice nibble on piles of tasty homemade cakes, scones, and 
gingerbread, all described). Rustically framed pen-and-ink drawings appear throughout, 
adding panache to the presentation. This British import is as satisfying as high tea, and a 
perfect choice for competent young readers.-Daryl Grabarek, School Library Journal 
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