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‘What we were after ..was lashings of ultra-violence'. In Anthony Burgess' infamous
nightmare vision of youth culture in revolt, fifteen-year-old Alex and his friends set out on a
diabolical orgy of robbery. rape, torture and murder. Alex is jailed for his teenage
delinquency and the State tries to reform him - but at what cost? Burgess writes of social
prophecy and free will in this black comedy.

Anthony Burgess was born in Manchester in 191/7. He studied English at Manchester
University and joined the army in 1940 where he spent six years in the Education Corps.
After demobilization, he worked first as a college lecturer in Speech and Drama and then
as a grammar-school master before becoming an education officer in the Colonial Service,
stationed in Malay and Borneo. In 1959 Burgess was diagnosed with an inoperable brain
tumour and decided to become a full-time writer. Despite being given less than a year to
live, Burgess went on to write at least a book a year - including A Clockwork Orange (1962),
M/F (1971). Man of Nazareth (1979), Earthly Powers (1980) and The Kingdom of the Wicked
(1985) - and hundreds of book reviews right up until his death. He was also a prolific
composer and produced many full-scale works for orchestra and other media during his
lifetime. Anthony Burgess died in 1993.Anthony Burgess's 1963 novel was published with a
glossary of the dystopian language used by Alex, the brutal teenage narrator. The quality
of Tom Hollander's performance, however, renders such help unnecessary. Hollander's
vocal suggestiveness, grasp of tone, and overall emotional resonance with the novel give
listeners amazing clarity (especidlly if, like this reviewer, they've previously read the book
relying on the glossary). You listen to Alex's adventures, amazed at the clarity Hollander
gives to such a verbally ambitious work. This recording also includes the last chapter of the
novel (not published in the first American edition), Burgess's later introduction to the book,
and, from the Caedmon archives, Burgess himself reading excerpts. A rich, exceptional
package. G.H. Winner of AudioFile Earphones Award, 2008 Audies Finalist I AudioFile
2008, Portland, Maine-- Copyright Il  AudioFile, Portland, Maine
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