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The dead woman on a cold slab in the Arizona morgue was a talented artist recently 
arrived from the West Coast. The Washington State Attorney General's office thinks this 
investigation is too big for a small-town female law officer to handle, so they're sending 
Sheriff Joanna Brady some unwanted help-a seasoned detective named Beaumont. 
Sheriff Brady resents his intrusion, and Bisbee, Arizona, with its ghosts and memories, is the 
last place J.P. Beaumont wants to be. But the twisting desert road they must reluctantly 
travel together is leading them into a very deadly nest of rattlers. And if they hope to 
survive, suddenly trust is the only option they have left ...

J. A. Jance is the New York Times bestselling author of the J. P. Beaumont series, the 
Joanna Brady series, the Ali Reynolds series, and five interrelated thrillers about the Walker 
family, as well as a volume of poetry. Born in South Dakota and brought up in Bisbee, 
Arizona, Jance lives with her husband in Seattle, Washington, and Tucson, Arizona.
The authors two series sleuths finally meet when J. P. Beaumont, of Washington's Special 
Homicide Investigation Team, comes to Sheriff Joanna Brady's Cochise County, Arizona, to 
investigate the murder of a local artist. Cotter Smith narrates J. P.'s first-person chapters 
and Debra Monk Joanna's third-person chapters. Both narrators are superb: Smith 
captures J.P.'s world-weary directness; his deep voiced, expressive narration conveys his 
reactions to being in the home of his late ex-wife. Monk is just as skilled, with a voice that 
shows its complexities as she expresses Joanna's toughness, her struggles to deal with her 
job, and the joy and weariness that her life brings her in turn. The meetings of both 
detectives and narrators are ideal pairings. M.A.M. � AudioFile 2003, Portland, Maine-- 
Copyright � AudioFile, Portland, Maine
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