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This new edition of the acclaimed bestseller is lavishly illustrated to convey, in pictures as in 
words, Bill Bryson's exciting, informative journey into the world of science.

In A Short History of Nearly Everything, the bestselling author of A Walk in the Woods and 
The Body, confronts his greatest challenge yet: to understand-and, if possible, answer-the 
oldest, biggest questions we have posed about the universe and ourselves. Taking as his 
territory everything from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization, Bryson seeks to understand 
how we got from there being nothing at all to there being us. The result is a sometimes 
profound, sometimes funny, and always supremely clear and entertaining adventure in the 
realms of human knowledge, as only Bill Bryson can render it.

Now, in this handsome new edition, Bill Bryson's words are supplemented by full-color 
artwork that explains in visual terms the concepts and wonder of science, at the same 
time giving face to the major players in the world of scientific study. Eloquently and 
entertainingly described, as well as richly illustrated, science has never been more involving 
or entertaining.
From primordial nothingness to this very moment, A Short History of Nearly Everything 
reports what happened and how humans figured it out. To accomplish this daunting 
literary task, Bill Bryson uses hundreds of sources, from popular science books to interviews 
with luminaries in various fields. His aim is to help people like him, who rejected stale school 
textbooks and dry explanations, to appreciate how we have used science to understand 
the smallest particles and the unimaginably vast expanses of space. With his distinctive 
prose style and wit, Bryson succeeds admirably. Though A Short History clocks in at a 
daunting 500-plus pages and covers the same material as every science book before it, it 
reads something like a particularly detailed novel (albeit without a plot). Each longish 
chapter is devoted to a topic like the age of our planet or how cells work, and these 
chapters are grouped into larger sections such as "The Size of the Earth" and "Life Itself." 
Bryson chats with experts like Richard Fortey (author of Life and Trilobite) and these 
interviews are charming. But it's when Bryson dives into some of science's best and most 
embarrassing fights--Cope vs. Marsh, Conway Morris vs. Gould--that he finds literary gold. 
--Therese LittletonOne of the world's most beloved and bestselling writers takes his 
ultimate journey -- into the most intriguing and intractable questions that science seeks to 
answer. 
In A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson trekked the Appalachian Trail -- well, most of it. In In A 
Sunburned Country, he confronted some of the most lethal wildlife Australia has to offer. 
Now, in his biggest book, he confronts his greatest challenge: to understand -- and, if 
possible, answer -- the oldest, biggest questions we have posed about the universe and 
ourselves. Taking as territory everything from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization, Bryson 
seeks to understand how we got from there being nothing at all to there being us. To that 
end, he has attached himself to a host of the world's most advanced (and often obsessed) 
archaeologists, anthropologists, and mathematicians, travelling to their offices, 
laboratories, and field camps. He has read (or tried to read) their books, pestered them 
with questions, apprenticed himself to their powerful minds. A Short History of Nearly 
Everything" is the record of this quest, and it is a sometimes profound, sometimes funny, 
and always supremely clear and entertaining adventure in the realms of human knowledge, 
as only Bill Bryson can render it. Science has never been more involving or entertaining. 
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"From the Hardcover edition.

Other Books
A Short History of (Nearly) Everything Paranormal, The book on the paranormal, endorsed 
by consciousness experts as the best introduction to psychic phenomena, offering the 
latest scientific research as well as highly compelling anecdotes. "Superb survey of the 
paranormal ... Although serious in content, it is written in a light, often humorous, style which 
is a delight to read. As someone who has myself made a lifelong study of the paranormal, I 
cannot recommend it highly enough." – New York Times bestselling author Herbie Brennan 
This is the most entertaining and broad survey of the paranormal ever made, combining 
forgotten lore, evidence from parapsychological experiments and the testament of 
scientists, archaeologists, anthropologists, psychologists, physicists and philosophers, and 
also quite a few celebrities. Exploring the possibility that paranormal phenomena may be – 
and that some most likely are – objectively real, this travelogue through the twilight zone of 
human consciousness is both scientifically rigorous and extremely entertaining. Readers 
may be surprised to learn that reputable scientists, among them several Nobel laureates, 
have claimed that telepathy is a reality, that Cleopatra's lost palace and Richard III's burial 
place were recovered by means of clairvoyance, and that an espionage program using 
psychics was set up by the US military! The author proposes that all humans (perhaps all 
living beings) are linked together in a sort of "mental internet" that allows us to exchange 
"telepathic emails" and make clairvoyant downloads of information. Could it be that what 
we usually call "supernatural" is a natural but little understood communication via this 
mental internet? An engaging, entertaining and informative analysis of a controversial 
subject, in which these phenomena are approached as potential expressions of 
unexplained powers of the human mind.
�����. Hence in our terminology akasha is some sort of cosmic Mental Internet. In his book  
Science and the Akashic Field: An Integral Theory of Everything  Laszlo elaborates on 
some of his thoughts about, well, about everything, ..."
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