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Michael Dorris has crafted a fierce saga of three generations of Indian women, beset by 
hardships and torn by angry secrets, yet inextricably joined by the bonds of kinship. 
Starting in the present day and moving backward, the novel is told in the voices of the 
three women: fifteen-year-old part-black Rayona; her American Indian mother, Christine, 
consumed by tenderness and resentment toward those she loves; and the fierce and 
mysterious Ida, mother and grandmother whose haunting secrets, betrayals, and dreams 
echo through the years, braiding together the strands of the shared past.

Michael Dorris's adult fiction includes The Cloud Chamber, The Crown of Columbus, 
coauthored with Louise Erdrich, and the story collection Working Men. Among his 
nonfiction works are The Broken Cord, winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award, 
and a collection of essays, Paper Trail.
Critics have described Michael Dorris's acclaimed debut as a braid: Each life is one strand 
interwoven to create a whole. To uphold that imagery, Barbara Rosenblat becomes three 
women in one for this production. She begins as Rayona, a teenager experiencing growing 
pains while dealing with her mother's illness. As Christine nears death, mother and 
daughter return to the reservation. With ease, Rosenblat switches from the higher, innocent 
voice of young Rayona to the gruffer, brassy voice of Christine, a woman who has always 
acted impulsively on her heart's desires. The final third of the book is Ida's story, the past 
that brings truth to the present. While her Native American inflection does not sound 
authentic, Rosenblat fittingly uses a deep, cold, snappish tone to convey the matriarchal 
character. Three strong women, one strong voice tells their story. M.M.O. � AudioFile 2003, 
Portland, Maine-- Copyright � AudioFile, Portland, Maine
Other Books
Hemispheric Imaginations, What image of Latin America have North American fiction 
writers created, found, or echoed, and how has the prevailing discourse about the region 
shaped their work? How have their writings contributed to the discursive construction of 
our southern neighbors, and how has the literature undermined this construction and 
added layers of complexity that subvert any approach based on stereotypes? Combining 
American Studies, Canadian Studies, Latin American Studies, and Cultural Theory, Breinig 
relies on long scholarly experience to answer these and other questions. Hemispheric 
Imaginations, an ambitious interdisciplinary study of literary representations of Latin 
America as encounters with the other, is among the most extensive such studies to date. It 
will appeal to a broad range of scholars of American Studies.
�����.  Didion ,  Joan .  A Book of Common Prayer . New York: Washington Square Press, 
1977. ———. “ Joan Didion , The Art of Fiction No. 71.” Interview by Linda Kuehl. Paris Review 74 
(Fall–Winter 1978). http://www.theparisreview.org."
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