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The only edition of the celebrated Autobiography that includes the
long-missing and recently identified "Wagon Letters.”

Written during the most eventful years of Benjamin Franklin's life (1771-90), the
Autobiography is one of the most influential memoirs in history. This newly edited Norton
Critical Edition includes an introduction that explains the history of the Autobiography within
the larger history of the life-writing genre as well as within the history of celebrity. The text
is accompanied by new and expanded explanatory annotations and by a map. an
llustration, and six facsimiles.

"Contexts” presents a broader view of Franklin's life with a journal entry from a 1726
voyage, correspondence, a Poor Richard piece on ambition and fame, Franklin's views on
self-improvement. and his last will (and codicil).

"Criticism" draws on a wealth of material that reflects both the wide range of Franklin's
achievements and the global impact of his life and memoirs. New international voices in
"Contemporary Opinions” include Immanuel Kant, Honorll  Gabriel Riqueti, Comte de
Mirabeau, Josll  Antonio de Alzate y Raml?l rez, and Josll Francisco Correia da Serra.
‘Nineteenth-Century Opinions” includes Humphry Davy on Franklin's discovery of electricity
as well as Empress Shoken of Japan's Franklin-inspired poem. Finally, "Modern Opinions’
reprints important pieces: |. B. Cohen on Franklin and the Autobiography's importance to
science; Michael Warner's theoretical interpretation of the practices of writing and printing
and what they tell us about Franklin; and Peter Stallybrass's insightful and engaging history-
of-the-book perspective on Franklin's writing generally and the Autobiography
specifically.

A Chronology of Franklin's life, a Selected Bibliography. and an Index are also included.

Also available by Edmund S. Morgan: Benjamin FranklinBlessed with enormous talents and
the energy and ambition to go with them, Franklin was a statesman, author, inventor,
printer. and scientist. He helped draft the Declaration of Independence and later was
involved in negotiating the peace treaty with Britain that ended the Revolutionary War. He
also invented bifocals, a stove that is still manufactured, a water-harmonica, and the
lightning rod.

Franklin's extraordinary range of interests and accomplishments are briliantly recorded in
his Autobiography. considered one of the classics of the genre. Covering his life up to his
prewar stay in London as representative of the Pennsylvania Assembly, this charming self-
portrait recalls Franklin's boyhood, his determination to achieve high moral standards, his
work as a printer, experiments with electricity, political career, experiences during the
French and Indian War, and more. Related in an honest, open, unaffected style, this highly
readable account offers a wonderfully intimate glimpse of the Founding Father sometimes
called "the wisest American.”

Other Books

Benjamin Franklin, Track the facts about the great printer, inventor, and Founding Father,
Benjamin Franklinl When Jack and Annie came back from their adventure in Magic Tree
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House #32: To the Future, Ben Franklinl they had lots of questions. What was Ben Franklin's
first job? How did a kite teach him about electricity? What are some of Ben's most famous
inventions? Why did he have so many nicknames? Find out the answers to these questions
and more as Jack and Annie track the facts about Benjomin Franklin. Filled with up-to-
date information, photographes, illustrations, and fun tidbits from Jack and Annie, the Fact
Trackers are the perfect way for kids to find out more about the topics they discover in
their favorite Magic Tree House adventures. Did you know that there's a Magic Tree House
book for every kid? Magic Tree House: Adventures with Jack and Annie, perfect for
readers who are just beginning chapter books Merlin Missions: More challenging adventures
for the experienced reader Fact Trackers: Nonfiction companions to your favorite Magic
Tree House adventures

. A nonfiction companion to Magic Tree House #32: To the Future, Ben Franklin! ...
OTHER TERRIBLE STORMSs Dolphins AND SHARKs ANCIENT GREECE AND THE OLYMPlIcs
AMERICAN REvolution SABERTooths AND THE ICE AGE PILGRIMs ANCIENT ROME AND
Pompeii .."
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