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Fourteen-year-old Francis is heading west in a wagon train on the Oregon Trail when he's 
kidnapped by Pawnees. His adventures during the two-year search for his family teach him 
how to live by the harsh code of the wilderness, and give readers an exciting panoramic 
vision of the West at a time of settlement and of war with Mexico. Along the way, Francis 
meets up with Mr. Grimes, a one-armed mountain man, and later rescues Lottie and Billy, 
children abandoned on the prairie. Together the three encounter bandits, soldiers, storms, 
eccentric travellers, and discover an ancient treasure. But the real treasure lies at the end 
of the trail-Tucket's home.
Gary Paulsen is the author of more than 100 books and the winner of numerous awards, 
including three Newbery Honors and the Golden Spur Award for Best Young Adult 
Western.
Other Books
Corners Untouched by Madness, N. Daniel exposes his soul and struggle with mental health 
in this journey of redemption. The main character, Daniel, has taken a mundane job in the 
suburbs of the Twin Cities, making his life like anyone else. When a woman from his past 
reappears, it ignites a chain reaction, setting him on a journey to confront his troubled 
history. Daniel bares his pain and internal struggle through humor, passion, and a lesson in 
perseverance. This both a story of redemption and of apology to those he has hurt.
�����. Daniel bares his pain and internal struggle through humor, passion, and a lesson in 
perseverance. This both a story of redemption and of apology to those he has hurt."
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