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Thomas Hardy's impassioned novel of courtship in rural life

In Thomas Hardy's first major literary success, independent and spirited Bathsheba
Everdene has come to Weatherbury to take up her position as a farmer on the largest
estate in the area. Her bold presence draws three very different suitors: the gentleman-
farmer Boldwood, the soldier-seducer Sergeant Troy, and the devoted shepherd Gabriel
Oak. Each. in contrasting ways, unsettles her decisions and complicates her life, and
tragedy ensues, threatening the stability of the whole community. One of his first works set
in the semi-fictional region of Wessex, Hardy's novel of swift passion and slow courtship is
imbued with his evocative descriptions of rural life and landscapes. and with unflinching
honesty about sexual relationships.

This edition, based on Hardy's original 1874 manuscript, is the complete novel he never saw
published, and restores its full candor and innovation. Rosemarie Morgan's introduction
discusses the history of its publication, as well as the biblical and classical allusions that
permeate the novel.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in
the English-speaking world. With more than 1700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.

Cambridge Literature is a series of literary texts edited for study by students aged 14-18 in
English-speaking classrooms. It will include novels, poetry, short stories, essays, travel-
writing and other non-fiction.Designed for school districts, educators, and students seeking
to maximize performance on standardized tests, Webster's paperbacks take advantage of
the fact that classics are frequently assigned readings in English courses. By using a
running thesaurus at the bottom of each page. this edition of Far from the Madding Crowd
by Thomas Hardy was edited for students who are actively building their vocabularies in
anticipation of taking PSATE |, SATE , APE (Advanced Placementl ), GRED , LSATE , GMATE or
similar examinations.

PSATE is aregistered trademark of the College Entrance Examination Board and the
National Merit Scholarship Corporation neither of which sponsors or endorses this book:
SATE is aregistered trademark of the College Board which neither sponsors nor endorses
this book; GREI , APl and Advanced Placementlll  are registered trademarks of the
Educational Testing Service which neither sponsors nor endorses this book, GMATI is a
registered trademark of the Graduate Management Admissions Council which is neither
affiliated with this book nor endorses this book, LSATE is a registered trademark of the
Law School Admissions Council which neither sponsors nor endorses this product. All rights
reserved.
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has come to Weatherbury to take up her position as a farmer on the largest estate in the
area. Her bold presence draws three very different suitors: the gentleman-farmer
Boldwood, the soldier-seducer Sergeant Troy, and the devoted shepherd Gabriel Oak.
Each, in contrasting ways, unsettles her decisions and complicates her life, and tragedy
ensues, threatening the stability of the whole community. One of his first works set in the
semi-fictional region of Wessex, Hardy's novel of swift passion and slow courtship is imbued
with his evocative descriptions of rural life and landscapes. and with unflinching honesty
about sexual relationships. This edition, based on Hardy's original 1874 manuscript, is the
complete novel he never saw published. and restores its full candor and innovation.
Rosemarie Morgan's introduction discusses the history of its publication, as well as the
biblical and classical allusions that permeate the novel. Far from the Madding Crowd, was
listed in the top 50 on the BBC's survey The Big Read.

. This edition, based on Hardy's original 1874 manuscript. is the complete novel he
never saw published. and restores its full candor and innovation.”
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