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From the seemingly trivial postponement of a visit to a nearby lighthouse, Virginia Woolf 
constructs a remarkable and moving examination of the complex tensions and allegiances 
of family life, and the conflict between male and female principles, in what is probably her 
most popular novel.
Though its fame as an icon of twentieth-century literature rests primarily on the brilliance of 
its narrative technique and the impressionistic beauty of its prose, 'To The Lighthouse' is 
above all the story of a quest, and as such it possesses a brave and magical 
universality.Virginia Woolf was born in London in 1882, the daughter of Sir Leslie Stephen, 
first editor of The Dictionary of National Biography. From 1915, when she published her first 
novel, The Voyage Out, Virginia Woolf maintained an astonishing output of fiction, literary 
criticism, essays and biography. In 1912 she married Leonard Woolf, and in 1917 they 
founded The Hogarth Press. Virginia Woolf suffered a series of mental breakdowns 
throughout her life, and on 28 March 1941 she committed suicide.
Other Books
The Common Reader: Volume 1, Discover Virginia Woolf’s informative and erudite critical 
essays on some of the key novelists and dramatists of the canon – from the ancient 
Greeks to Jane Austen and beyond. Virginia Woolf read, and wrote, as an outsider, denied 
the educational privileges of her male contemporaries. She was perhaps better able, then, 
to address a 'common reader' in this wide-ranging collection of essays. With all the 
imagination and gaiety that are the stamp of her genius, she turns from medieval England 
to tsarist Russia, and subjects Elizabethan playwrights, Victorian novelists and modern 
essayists to her wise, acute and entertaining scrutiny. Essays on Jane Austen, George Eliot, 
Nancy Mitford, Joseph Conrad, Michel de Montaigne, Daniel Defoe and many others.
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