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A famed political scientist's classic argument for a more cooperative world

We assume that, in a world ruled by natural selection, selfishness pays. So why cooperate? 
In The Evolution of Cooperation, political scientist Robert Axelrod seeks to answer this 
question. In 1980, he organized the famed Computer Prisoners Dilemma Tournament, which 
sought to find the optimal strategy for survival in a particular game. Over and over, the 
simplest strategy, a cooperative program called Tit for Tat, shut out the competition. In 
other words, cooperation, not unfettered competition, turns out to be our best chance for 
survival.

A vital book for leaders and decision makers, The Evolution of Cooperation reveals how 
cooperative principles help us think better about everything from military strategy, to 
political elections, to family dynamics. 

This widely-praised and much-discussed book explores how cooperation can emerge in a 
world of self-seeking egoists - whether superpowers, businesses, or individuals - when 
there is no central authority to police their actions.Robert Axelrod is Professor of Political 
Science and Public Policy at the University of Michigan. A MacArthur Fellow, he is a leading 
expert on game theory, artificial intelligence, evolutionary biology, mathematical modeling, 
and complexity theory. He lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
Other Books
The Company of Strangers, The Company of Strangers shows us the remarkable 
strangeness, and fragility, of our everyday lives. This completely revised and updated 
edition includes a new chapter analyzing how the rise and fall of social trust explain the 
unsustainable boom in the global economy over the past decade and the financial crisis 
that succeeded it. Drawing on insights from biology, anthropology, history, psychology, and 
literature, Paul Seabright explores how our evolved ability of abstract reasoning has 
allowed institutions like money, markets, cities, and the banking system to provide the 
foundations of social trust that we need in our everyday lives. Even the simple acts of 
buying food and clothing depend on an astonishing web of interaction that spans the 
globe. How did humans develop the ability to trust total strangers with providing our most 
basic needs?
�����. De Botton (2009) is one of the rare  books  to look in detail at how a range of 
occupations shape the way in which their participants conceive of their lives.  Amélie 
Nothomb's novel Fear and Trembling  is a superb evocation of emotions on ..."
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