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The Masterpiece is the tragic story of Claude Lantier, an ambitious and talented young
artist who has come from the provinces to conquer Paris but is conquered instead by the
flaws of his own genius. Set in the 1860s and 1870s, it is the most autobiographical of the
twenty novels in Zola's Rougon-Macqguart series. It provides a unique insight into Zola's
career as a writer and his relationship with Cezanne, a friend since their schooldays in Aix-
en-Provence. It also presents a wel-documented account of the turbulent Bohemian world
in which the Impressionists came to prominence despite the conservatism of the Academy
and the ridicule of the general public.

About the Series:

For over 100 years

Oxford World's Classics

has made available the broadest spectrum of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship. providing the most
accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities. voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for
further study, and much more.

Roger Pearson, Fellow and Tutor in French, The Queen'’s College, Oxford. Text: English
(translation)

Original Language: French

Other Books

The Death of Ivan llyich and Other Stories, Offers a collection of Tolstoy's short stories,
including “Three Deaths," "After the Ball." and "The Forged Coupon’

. This new edition includes: The Raid, Woodfelling. Three Deaths, Polikushka, The
Death of Ivan llyich, After the Ball, and The Forged Coupon”
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