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This edition brings Dewey's educational theory into sharp focus, framing his two classic
works by frank assessments, past and present, of the practical applications of Dewey's
ideas. In addition to a substantial introduction in which Philip W. Jackson explains why more
of Dewey's ideas haven't been put into practice, this edition restores a ‘lost” chapter,
dropped from the book by Dewey in 1915.

John Dewey (1859-1952) was an American philosopher, psychologist and educational
reformer whose ideas have been influential in education and social reform. Dewey was an
important early developer of the philosophy of pragmatism and one of the founders of
functional psychology. He was a major representative of progressive education and
liberalism. In 1894 Dewey joined the newly founded University of Chicago (1894-1904) where
he developed his belief in an empirically based theory of knowledge, becoming associated
with the newly emerging Pragmatic philosophy. His time at the University of Chicago
resulted in four essays collectively entitled Thought and its Subject-Matter, which was
published with collected works from his colleagues at Chicago under the collective title
Studiies in Logical Theory (1903). During that time Dewey dlso initiated the University of
Chicago Laboratory Schools, where he was able to actualize the pedagogical beliefs that
provided material for his first major work on education, The School and Social Progress
(1899). In 1899, Dewey was elected president of the American Psychological Association.
From 1904 until his retirement in 1930 he was professor of philosophy at both Columbia
University and Columbia University's Teachers College. In 1905 he became president of the
American Philosophical Association. He was a longtime member of the American
Federation of Teachers.
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