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Over the past thirty years, a new systemic conception of life has emerged at the forefront 
of science. New emphasis has been given to complexity, networks, and patterns of 
organisation, leading to a novel kind of 'systemic' thinking. This volume integrates the ideas, 
models, and theories underlying the systems view of life into a single coherent framework. 
Taking a broad sweep through history and across scientific disciplines, the authors examine 
the appearance of key concepts such as autopoiesis, dissipative structures, social 
networks, and a systemic understanding of evolution. The implications of the systems view 
of life for health care, management, and our global ecological and economic crises are 
also discussed. Written primarily for undergraduates, it is also essential reading for 
graduate students and researchers interested in understanding the new systemic 
conception of life and its implications for a broad range of professions from economics and 
politics to medicine, psychology and law.
Taking a broad sweep through history and across scientific disciplines, this volume 
integrates the ideas, models, and theories underlying the systems view of life into a single 
coherent framework. Life's biological, cognitive, social, and ecological dimensions are 
presented and its philosophical, spiritual, and political implications discussed.Fritjof Capra is 
a founding director of the Center for Ecoliteracy in Berkeley, California, and serves on the 
faculty of Schumacher College, Devon. He is a physicist and systems theorist, and has 
been engaged in a systematic examination of the philosophical and social implications of 
contemporary science for the past 35 years.

Pier Luigi Luisi is Professor in Biochemistry at the University of Rome 3. He started his 
career at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich (ETHZ) where he became full 
professor in Chemistry and initiated the interdisciplinary Cortona Weeks. His main research 
focuses on the experimental, theoretical and philosophical aspects of the origin of life and 
self-organisation of synthetic and natural systems.
Other Books
Personalised Learning, Personalised learning is an idea which puts the learner in the driving 
seat. Learners, whether individually or in groups, make informed choices about their 
learning programmes. This book addresses issues of key importance to all learners and 
educators: from schools to home-based settings to community and adult learning.
�����. It is a  view  that begins to develop a  unifying vision  of how we integrate learning 
and living , and the shift we need to make in the 21st ... sustainable values , entrepreneurial 
activity , community cohesion and  life  - long learning ."
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