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A brilliantly funny exploration of the twin mysteries of parenthood and families from the 
Pulitzer Prize winner and New York Times-bestselling author of Insane City.
 
In his New York Times-bestselling I'll Mature When I'm Dead, Dave Barry embarked on the 
treacherous seas of adulthood, to hilarious results. What comes next? Parenthood, of 
course, and families.

In uproarious, brand-new pieces, Barry tackles everything from family trips, bat mitzvah 
parties and dating (he's serious about that title: "When my daughter can legally 
commence dating-February 24, 2040-I intend to monitor her closely, even if I am 
deceased") to funeral instructions ("I would like my eulogy to be given by William Shatner"), 
the differences between male and female friendships, the deeper meaning of Fifty Shades 
of Grey, and a father's ultimate sacrifice: accompanying his daughter to a Justin Bieber 
concert ("It turns out that the noise teenaged girls make to express happiness is the same 
noise they would make if their feet were being gnawed off by badgers").

Let's face it: families not only enrich our lives every day, they drive us completely around 
the bend. Thank goodness we have Dave Barry as our guide!

P.J. O'Rourke and Dave Barry in Conversation
 
In the first paragraph of the prologue to his new book, The Baby Boom: How It Got That 
Way... And It Wasn't My Fault... And I'll Never Do It Again, political humor writer P.J. O'Rourke 
declares in no uncertain terms that he is "full of crap." Similarly, in the introduction to his 
upcoming book, You Can Date Boys When You're Forty, humor columnist Dave Barry 
explains that his book, despite its subtitle "Parenting and Other Topics He Knows Very Little 
About," is not about parenting.
 
It's easy to imagine that when these two bestselling authors and longtime pals get 
together, commiserative silliness ensues. But in this case, no imagination is necessary. We 
popped in on an email exchange between these two masters of existential trolling. Here's 
what happened:
 

Dave Barry: 
P.J. - I loved The Baby Boom which manages to be both hilarious and insightful. What I 
want to know is: How did you remember all that stuff? Especially about the '60s. Didn't you 
take drugs? Of course not! Neither did I! Drugs are bad! But my memories of that era are 
very purple-hazy, whereas you seem to remember every detail of everything that 
happened. How did you do that?
 

P.J. O'Rourke: 
I made it up. I'm a professional reporter. I'm PAID to make things up. Actually, I do remember 
a lot about the '60s. Probably because I still know a lot of the same people. And they're still 
yelling at me about things I did back then. Keeps memories fresh. Sort of like a wife. Just 
kidding, dear. Sort of like a first wife. And I loved You Can Date Boys When You're Forty. You 
admit you went to a Justin Bieber concert. Kind of pushing the envelope even for a 
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confessional memoir. You're brave, dude, brave.
 

DB: 
I did indeed go to a Justin Bieber concert, because my daughter really really really wanted 
to go because she LOVED Justin Bieber. It was terrifying. I was in Coral Gables, Florida, in 
1992 when Hurricane Andrew passed over and nearly took off the roof of the home in 
which I was cowering. I understood then why the noise of a hurricane is always compared 
to a freight train. What it SHOULD be compared to is a Justin Bieber concert. Given the 
choice, I'd rather sit through Andrew again.
 

PJO: 
When I pick my daughters up from school they, for some reason I can't imagine, don't want 
to listen to Rush Limbaugh, and so they tune the radio to what sounds to me like 
somebody donated 200 drum sets and an Auto-Tune to a juvenile delinquent corrections 
facility. But does this mean today's music sucks? Yes.
 
Read the full conversation on 

Omnivoracious
.
Dave Barry's recent bestselling books include Insane City, I'll Mature When I'm Dead, and 
Dave Barry's History of the Millennium (So Far). He lives in Coral Gables, Florida.
Other Books
To All the Boys I've Loved Before, To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before is now a major motion 
picture streaming on Netflix! Lara Jean’s love life gets complicated in this New York Times 
bestselling “lovely, lighthearted romance” (School Library Journal) from the bestselling 
author of The Summer I Turned Pretty series. What if all the crushes you ever had found 
out how you felt about them…all at once? Sixteen-year-old Lara Jean Song keeps her love 
letters in a hatbox her mother gave her. They aren’t love letters that anyone else wrote for 
her; these are ones she’s written. One for every boy she’s ever loved—five in all. When she 
writes, she pours out her heart and soul and says all the things she would never say in real 
life, because her letters are for her eyes only. Until the day her secret letters are mailed, 
and suddenly, Lara Jean’s love life goes from imaginary to out of control.
�����. Sixteen-year-old Lara Jean Song keeps her love letters in a hatbox her mother 
gave her. They aren’t love letters that anyone else wrote for her; these are ones she’s 
written. One for every boy she’s ever loved—five in all."
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