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Of the various types of mythological literature, fairy tales are the simplest and purest 
expressions of the collective unconscious and thus offer the clearest understanding of the 
basic patterns of the human psyche. Every people or nation has its own way of 
experiencing this psychic reality, and so a study of the world's fairy tales yields a wealth of 
insights into the archetypal experiences of humankind. 

Perhaps the foremost authority on the psychological interpretation of fairy tales is Marie-
Louise von Franz. In this book-originally published as An Introduction to the Interpretation of 
Fairy Tales -she describes the steps involved in analyzing and illustrates them with a variety 
of European tales, from "Beauty and the Beast" to "The Robber Bridegroom." 

Dr. von Franz begins with a history of the study of fairy tales and the various theories of 
interpretation. By way of illustration she presents a detailed examination of a simple 
Grimm's tale, "The Three Feathers," followed by a comprehensive discussion of motifs 
related to Jung's concept of the shadow, the anima, and the animus. This revised edition 
has been corrected and updated by the author.
Marie-Louise von Franz (1915-1998) was the foremost student of C. G. Jung, with whom she 
worked closely from 1934 until his death in 1961. A founder of the C. G. Jung Institute of 
Zurich, she published widely on subjects including alchemy, dreams, fairy tales, personality 
types, and psychotherapy.
Other Books
The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Folktales and Fairy Tales, Provides alphabetically 
arranged entries on folk and fairy tales from around the world, including information on 
authors, subjects, themes, characters, and national traditions.
�����. Vanessa Joosen  Jansson  ,  Tove  ( 1914-2001 ) Finland - Swedish artist , novelist , 
and children's book author  Tove  ... Pappan och havet (  Moominpappa at Sea  , 1965 ) 
was followed by Sent i November ( Moominvalley in November , 1970 ) ."
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