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The codfish. Wars have been fought over it, revolutions have been spurred by it, national 
diets have been based on it, economies and livelihoods have depended on it, and the 
settlement of North America was driven by it. To the millions it has sustained, it has been a 
treasure more precious than gold. Indeed, the codfish has played a fascinating and crucial 
role in world history.

Cod spans a thousand years and four continents. From the Vikings, who pursued the 
codfish across the Atlantic, and the enigmatic Basques, who first commercialized it in 
medieval times, to Bartholomew Gosnold, who named Cape Cod in 1602, and Clarence 
Birdseye, who founded an industry on frozen cod in the 1930s, Mark Kurlansky introduces 
the explorers, merchants, writers, chefs, and of course the fishermen, whose lives have 
interwoven with this prolific fish. He chronicles the fifteenth-century politics of the Hanseatic 
League and the cod wars of the sixteenth and twentieth centuries. He embellishes his story 
with gastronomic detail, blending in recipes and lore from the Middle Ages to the present.
And he brings to life the cod itself: its personality, habits, extended family, and ultimately 
the tragedy of how the most profitable fish in history is today faced with extinction.

From fishing ports in New England and Newfoundland to coastal skiffs, schooners, and 
factory ships across the Atlantic; from Iceland and Scandinavia to the coasts of England, 
Brazil, and West Africa, Mark Kurlansky tells a story that brings world history and human 
passions into captivating focus.

You probably enjoy eating codfish, but reading about them? Mark Kurlansky has written a 
fabulous book--well worth your time--about a fish that probably has mattered more in 
human history than any other. The cod helped inspire the discovery and exploration of 
North America. It had a profound impact upon the economic development of New England 
and eastern Canada from the earliest times. Today, however, overfishing is a constant 
threat. Kurlansky sprinkles his well-written and occasionally humorous history with 
interesting asides on the possible origin of the word codpiece and dozens of fish recipes. 
Sometimes a book on an offbeat or neglected subject really makes the grade. This is one 
of them.
"Books as beautifully written and elegantly illustrated as this are, unhappily, as rare as cod. 
Kurlansky's marvellous fish opus stands as a reminder of what good non-fiction used to 
be: eloquent, learned, and full of earthy narratives that delight and appall. This book yields 
a feast of common and uncommon truths about the greatest of all hunters, homo 
sapiens."-The Globe and Mail
 
"[A] marvellously enlightening ... concise biography that does justice to the vibrant and 
tragic history of the cod." -St. John's Evening Telegram
 
"Stephen King would be proud. In Cod, Mark Kurlansky has created a little book of horrors 
that is compulsively readable." -The Georgia Straight
 
"This remarkable and informative volume should net any number of happy readers." -
Publishers Weekly
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Other Books
The Last Fish Tale, Will most of the major fisheries of the world be exhausted by 2048, as 
has been claimed? Have the number of large fish in the ocean decreased by 90 per cent 
over the past 50 years, as has been asserted by a respected scientist? Are 60 per cent of 
the fish species studied by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation either 
fully exploited or depleted, as one of their reports attests? Fishing at sea, an ancient trade 
and a way of life that has defined coastal towns throughout history, may be coming to an 
end. The culture and traditions of coastal Britain and of seagoing nations everywhere are 
now threatened with extinction. In his most important book yet, Mark Kurlansky - the 
celebrated author of Cod, Salt and The Big Oyster - explores the fate of our oceans and 
the decline of our most ancient coastal enterprise. The Last Fish Tale sends up a timely 
distress flare but one which brilliantly illuminates a colourful, exuberant and poignant 
landscape, from Newlyn in Cornwall to Gloucester in Massachusetts - a fishing village first 
settled by Englishmen in the early 1600s. The result is a cultural, economic, environmental 
and culinary bouillabaisse - the most compelling fish tale of our time.
�����. The Last Fish Tale sends up a timely distress flare but one which brilliantly illuminates 
a colourful, exuberant and poignant landscape, from Newlyn in Cornwall to Gloucester in 
Massachusetts - a fishing village first settled by Englishmen ..."
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