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William Goldman's modern fantasy classic is a simple, exceptional story about quests-for 
riches, revenge, power, and, of course, true love-that's thrilling and timeless.

 

Anyone who lived through the 1980s may find it impossible-inconceivable, even-to equate 
The Princess Bride with anything other than the sweet, celluloid romance of Westley and 
Buttercup, but the film is only a fraction of the ingenious storytelling you'll find in these 
pages. Rich in character and satire, the novel is set in 1941 and framed cleverly as an 
"abridged" retelling of a centuries-old tale set in the fabled country of Florin that's home to 
"Beasts of all natures and descriptions. Pain. Death. Brave men. Coward men. Strongest 
men. Chases. Escapes. Lies. Truths. Passions."

The Princess Bride is a true fantasy classic. William Goldman describes it as a "good parts 
version" of "S. Morgenstern's Classic Tale of True Love and High Adventure." Morgenstern's 
original was filled with details of Florinese history, court etiquette, and Mrs. Morgenstern's 
mostly complimentary views of the text. Much admired by academics, the "Classic Tale" 
nonetheless obscured what Mr. Goldman feels is a story that has everything: "Fencing. 
Fighting. Torture. Poison. True love. Hate. Revenge. Giants. Hunters. Bad men. Good men. 
Beautifulest ladies. Snakes. Spiders. Beasts of all natures and descriptions. Pain. Death. 
Brave men. Coward men. Strongest men. Chases. Escapes. Lies. Truths. Passion. Miracles." 
 Goldman frames the fairy tale with an "autobiographical" story: his father, who came from 
Florin, abridged the book as he read it to his son. Now, Goldman is publishing an abridged 
version, interspersed with comments on the parts he cut out. 

 Is The Princess Bride a critique of classics like Ivanhoe and The Three Musketeers, that 
smother a ripping yarn under elaborate prose? A wry look at the differences between fairy 
tales and real life? Simply a funny, frenetic adventure? No matter how you read it, you'll put 
it on your "keeper" shelf. --Nona Vero
Believe it or not, my future husband used this book to win my hand. I think giving it to me as 
a gift was his way of proving that he is a hopeless romantic, since the book is so 
wonderfully hopelessly romantic. So far, he's lived up to it! If you've only seen the movie, but 
love it, then you should definitely read the book. Also look for the 25th Anniversary (yes, it's 
really been that long) edition this Christmas--it includes the first chapter of the 
forthcoming sequel, Buttercup's Baby.

Other Books
The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Folktales and Fairy Tales [3 Volumes], Folk and fairy tales 
exist in all cultures and are at the heart of civilization. This massive Encyclopedia gives 
students and general readers a broad, multicultural survey of folk and fairy tales from 
around the world. Included are hundreds of alphabetically arranged entries written by 
numerous expert contributors. Entries cover themes and motifs, individuals, characters and 
character types, national traditions, genres, and a range of other topics. Each entry cites 
works for further reading, and the Encyclopedia closes with a bibliography of print and 
electronic resources. Literature students will welcome this book as an aid to understanding 
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and analyzing folk and fairy tales as literary forms, while social studies students will 
appreciate it as an exploration of the essence of world cultures. Folk and fairy tales exist in 
all cultures and are at the heart of civilization. The most comprehensive work of its kind, 
this massive Encyclopedia gives students and general readers a broad, accessible, 
multicultural survey of folk and fairy tales from around the world. Edited by one of the 
foremost authorities on the subject, the Encyclopedia draws on the work of numerous 
expert contributors and covers a broad range of themes and motifs, characters and 
character types, genres, individuals, national traditions, and other topics. Entry topics were 
chosen in consultation with a nine-member Advisory Board that includes some of the most 
prominent scholars currently pursuing the study of folk and fairy tales, such as Professor 
Jack Zipes of the University of Minnesota, whose work has revolutionized research on fairy 
tales. Entries cite works for further reading, and the Encyclopedia closes with a 
bibliography of print and electronic resources. Literature students will value this book as an 
aid to understanding and analyzing folk and fairy tales as literary forms, while social studies 
students will appreciate the book's examination of the foundations of world cultures. And 
because many of these tales continue to influence films, television, and popular culture, 
general readers will welcome the Encyclopedia as a means of understanding the modern 
world.
�����.  Patricia C .  Wrede's Dealing with Dragons  (1990), the first  book  in  the Enchanted 
Forest Chronicles , is  an  excellent example of fantasy that uses fairy tales as a point of 
departure. This  book  and its sequels, which verge on parody, ..."
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