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A pioneer of modern anthropology, Franz Boas introduced the concept of cultural 
relativism, arguing that all human groups have evolved equally but in different ways that 
resulted from historic conditions rather than genetic factors. This profoundly influential 1927 
study analyzes in clear and simple language the fundamental traits of primitive art, 
examining the symbolism and style of objects and of literature, music, and dance. Boas 
draws primarily upon his extensive fieldwork among the Indians of the American Northwest 
Coast, in addition to referencing artifacts and customs from throughout the Americas, 
Africa, and the South Pacific. More than 323 photographs, drawings, and diagrams of 
totem poles, baskets, masks, and other decorated items illustrate this much-studied and 
ever-vital work.
Director of the University of Alaska Museum and professor of anthropology.
Other Books
PRIMITIVE ART IN EGYPT, This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally 
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was 
reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. 
Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these 
works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other 
notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this 
work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a 
reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor 
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important 
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We 
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an 
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
�����. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part 
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it."
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