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"One of the best books around for demystifying the deliberately mysterious arts of 
advertising."--Salon

"Fascinating, entertaining and thought-stimulating."--The New York Times Book Review

"A brisk, authoritative and frightening report on how manufacturers, fundraisers and 
politicians are attempting to turn the American mind into a kind of catatonic dough that will 
buy, give or vote at their command--The New Yorker

Originally published in 1957 and now back in print to celebrate its fiftieth anniversary, The 
Hidden Persuaders is Vance Packard's pioneering and prescient work revealing how 
advertisers use psychological methods to tap into our unconscious desires in order to 
"persuade" us to buy the products they are selling.

A classic examination of how our thoughts and feelings are manipulated by business, 
media and politicians, The Hidden Persuaders was the first book to expose the hidden 
world of "motivation research," the psychological technique that advertisers use to probe 
our minds in order to control our actions as consumers. Through analysis of products, 
political campaigns and television programs of the 1950s, Packard shows how the insidious 
manipulation practices that have come to dominate today's corporate-driven world 
began. Featuring an introduction by Mark Crispin Miller, The Hidden Persuaders has sold 
over one million copies, and forever changed the way we look at the world of advertising.

Vance Packard (1914-1996) was an American journalist, social critic, and best-selling author. 
Among his other books were The Status Seekers, which described American social 
stratification and behavior, The Waste Makers, which criticizes planned obsolescence, and 
The Naked Society, about the threats to privacy posed by new technologies.

Vance Packard (1914 -1996) was an American journalist, social critic, and best-selling 
author. Among his books were the million-selling Hidden Persuaders, The Status Seekers, 
which described American social stratification and behavior, The Waste Makers, which 
criticizes planned obsolescence, and The Naked Society, about the threats to privacy 
posed by new technologies. Mark Crispin Miller is the author of the best-selling books Cruel 
and Unusual: Bush/Cheney's New World Order, The Bush Dyslexicon, and Fooled Again: 
How the Right Stole the 2004 Election & Why They'll Steal the Next One Too. An expert in 
propaganda and media, he teaches at New York University.
Other Books
Brainwashed, “Black people are not dark-skinned white people,” says advertising visionary 
Tom Burrell. In fact, they are a lot more. They are survivors of the Middle Passage and 
centuries of humiliation and deprivation, who have excelled against the odds, constantly 
making a way out of “no way!” At this point in history, the idea of black inferiority should 
have had a “Going-Out-of-Business Sale.” After all, Barack Obama has reached the 
Promised Land. Yet, as Brainwashed: Erasing the Myth of Black Inferiority testifies, too much 
of black America is still wandering in the wilderness. In this powerful examination of “the 
greatest propaganda campaign of all time”—the masterful marketing of black inferiority 
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Burrell poses 10 provocative questions that will make black people look in the mirror and 
ask why, nearly 150 years after the Emancipation Proclamation, so many blacks still think 
like slaves. Brainwashed is not a reprimand; it is a call to deprogram ourselves of self-
defeating attitudes and actions. Racism is not the issue; how we respond to racism is the 
issue. We must undo negative brainwashing and claim a new state of race-based self-
esteem and self-actualization. Provocative and powerful, Brainwashed dares to expose the 
wounds so that we, at last, can heal.
�����. Consider that America's corporate elite directs donations to civil rights 
organizations, hospitals, youth clubs, ... food justice activist, and author of  Vegan Soul 
Kitchen :  Fresh ,  Healthy, and Creative African-American Cuisine , ..."
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