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L. E. Modesitt, Jr. is one of the standard setters in fantasy today and his most famous 
series is the Saga of Recluce. Each novel fills in pieces of the history of this land where 
Chaos and Order strive to maintain a magical balance.

Scion of Cyador continues the story begun in Magi'i of Cyador. Exploring the rich depths of 
the history of Recluce, Magi'i of Cyador introduced Lorn, a talented boy born into a family of 
Magi'i. A diligent student mage who lacked blind devotion, Lorn was made a lancer officer 
and shipped off to the frontier--a career that comes with a 50% mortality rate.

Having survived his extended stint fighting both barbarian raiders and the giant beasts of 
the Accursed Forest, Lorn has proven himself to be a fine officer . . . perhaps too fine an 
officer. As his prowess has grown, so has his number of enemies and rivals. Too much 
success has made him a marked man. When he returns to his home, both he and his young 
family become targets while all of Cyad is in upheaval over deadly political infighting. But 
Lorn is now hardened, a deadly fighter himself, especially when the Empire is at stake.

Scion of Cyador is the completion of another grand story in the Recluce saga.

Scion of Cyador is the eleventh book in the saga of Recluce.

L. E. Modesitt, Jr., is the bestselling author of the fantasy series The Saga of Recluce, 
Corean Chronicles, and the Imager Portfolio. His science fiction includes Adiamante, the 
Ecolitan novels, the Forever Hero Trilogy, and Archform: Beauty. Besides a writer, Modesitt 
has been a U.S. Navy pilot, a director of research for a political campaign, legislative 
assistant and staff director for a U.S. Congressman, Director of Legislation and 
Congressional Relations for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, a consultant on 
environmental, regulatory, and communications issues, and a college lecturer. He lives in 
Cedar City, Utah.I
 
 
If Cyador be the paradox of Candar, and supporting that paradox be indeed the duty of 
each of the Magi'i of the Quarter, then how must each magus approach that duty so as to 
support the way to the Steps of Paradise?
One scholar magus might say, "Support the Emperor of Light, for he is the one who must 
balance the Mirror Lancers and the Magi'i against each other, and against the growing 
might of the merchanter clans, who know but the greed for gold and the pleasures of the 
moment."
A magus who tends the chaos-towers might declare, "Take care that the chaos-towers 
endure while they may, for without the towers, Cyador is no more than any other land set 
upon our world."
Still another might claim, "Set forth rules for the Magi'i that they may lead all by their 
example and purity of devotion to chaos and the people who revere it."
For all that the Magi'i descended from those of the Rational Stars, the ways in which the 
duty of a magus could be set forth are myriad, and like unto chaos itself, often resembling 
itself, yet never the same and always changing. Each magus, from the most to the least 
devoted, will have a vision of that duty. Some will hold that by increasing their personal 
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mastery of chaos, they will serve Cyador, the Magi'i, and chaos in the best fashion possible. 
Others will declare that mastery of chaos must always serve others first, for the magus 
who places himself before duty will always be corrupted into believing that what is good for 
him is good for all.
Yet neither be right, for a magus who serves only others will fly from one master to 
another, for each who asks of him becomes a master. A magus who elevates his mastery 
above all, would make all others his servant. Thus, a magus must be neither master nor 
servant, but one who walks the narrow path between. A magus without dedication to 
chaos will have no soul, and one who worships it blindly, no sense.
That dilemma sets forth the true paradox of the Magi'i, that we must master chaos 
without being mastered by it...
Paradox of Empire
Bern'elth, Magus First
Cyad, 157 A.F.
 
Copyright � 2000 by L. E. Modesitt, Jr.
Other Books
Treachery's Tools, The Imager Porfolio is a bestselling and innovative epic fantasy series 
from L. E. Modesitt, Jr. that RT Book Reviews says “shines with engrossing characters, 
terrific plotting, and realistic world-building.” Continue a new story arc with Treachery's 
Tools. Thirteen years after the events of Madness in Solidar, Alastar has settled into his role 
as the Maitre of the Collegium and would like nothing better than to focus his efforts on his 
family. However, bad harvests and worse weather spark acts of violence between the High 
Holders and the Factors. Once again, Alastar is called upon by the Rex to maintain a 
careful political balance. Trying to protect his imagers and hold Solidar together for the 
good of all, Alastar stumbles on to a plot that may lead to insurrection—how many will die 
before he can stop it? The Imager Portfolio #1 Imager / #2 Imager’s Challenge / #3 
Imager’s Intrigue / #4 Scholar / #5 Princeps / #6 Imager’s Battalion / #7 Antiagon Fire / 
#8 Rex Regis / #9 Madness in Solidar / #10 Treachery’s Tools / #11 Assassin’s Price 
(forthcoming) Other series by this author: The Saga of Recluce The Corean Chronicles 
The Spellsong Cycle The Ghost Books The Ecolitan Matter At the Publisher's request, this 
title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
�����. ... Chaos Magi'i of Cyador Scion of Cyador Wellspring of Chaos Ordermaster Natural 
Ordermage Mage-Guard of Hamor Arms-Commander Cyador's Heirs  Heritage of Cyador 
Recluce  Tales (forthcoming) The Spellsong Cycle The Soprano Sorceress The ..."
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