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Based on an actual narrative diary, this is the story of a young girl captured by Indians in 
1754, sold to the French for ransom, and eventually returned home. "A swiftly moving 
story . . . Excellent characterization . . . recommended for all schools and public libraries." -- 
School Library Journal, starred review
Early one morning in the year 1754 the stillness of Charlestown, New Hampshire, was 
shattered by shrill war whoops and the terror of an Indian raid. Young Miriam Willard, on a 
day which had promised new happiness, found herself instead a captive on a forest trail, 
caught up in the ebb and flow of the French and Indian War.

It was a horrowing march north. Miriam could only force herself to the next stopping place, 
the next small portion of food, the next icy stream to be crossed. What waits at the end of 
the trail--besides an Indian quantlet and a life of slavery?
"I was born in Melrose, Massachusetts, on November 21, 1908. I have lived all my life in New 
England, and though I love to travel I can't imagine ever calling any other place on earth 
home. Since I can't remember a time when I didn't intend to write, it is hard to explain why I 
took so long getting around to it in earnest. But the years seemed to go by very quickly. In 
1936 I married Alden Speare and came to Connecticut. Not till both children were in junior 
high did I find time at last to sit down quietly with a pencil and paper. I turned naturally to 
the things which had filled my days and thoughts and began to write magazine articles 
about family living. Then one day I stumbled on a true story from New England history with 
a character who seemed to me an ideal heroine. Though I had my first historical novel 
almost by accident it soon proved to be an absorbing hobby." Elizabeth George Speare 
(1908-1994) won the 1959 Newbery Medal for THE WITCH OF BLACKBIRD POND, and the 
1962 Newbery Medal for THE BRONZE BOW. She also received a Newbery Honor Award in 
1983, and in 1989 she was presented with the Laura Ingalls Wilder Award for her substantial 
and enduring contribution to children's literature.
Other Books
Great Authors of Children's Books, Few stories have the power to stay with us the way the 
tales we hear in childhood do. Great children\u0092s book authors have at their disposal 
countless techniques to channel young imaginations and appeal directly to their 
audience's tender sensibilities. They craft colorful characters whose circumstances and 
actions resonate with readers in a way that carries through well into adulthood. The 
creators of some of the most whimsical, witty, thought-provoking, and powerful 
children\u0092s books of all time\u0097including Lewis Carroll, Dr. Seuss, Beatrix Potter, 
Maurice Sendak, and Laura Ingalls Wilder, among many others\u0097are presented in this 
exciting volume.
�����. S. author  Marguerite  Lofft  de Angeli's  characters came from a variety of 
backgrounds, time periods, and places. ...  De Angeli's  other selfillustrated books include 
Henner's Lydia (1936), CopperToed Boots (1938),  Thee ,  Hannah !"
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