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Four of Ibsen's most important plays in superb modern translations, part of the new 
Penguin Ibsen series.
     With her assertion that she is "first and foremost a human being," rather than a wife, 
mother or fragile doll, Nora Helmer sent shockwaves throughout Europe when she 
appeared in Henrik Ibsen's greatest and most famous play, A Doll's House. Ibsen's follow-
up, Ghosts, was no less radical, with its unrelenting investigation into religious hypocrisy, 
family secrets, and sexual double-dealing. These two masterpieces are accompanied here 
by The Pillars of Society and An Enemy of the People, both exploring the tensions and 
dark compromises at the heart of society.

HENRIK IBSEN (1828-1906) is often called 'the Father of Modern Drama'. Born in Norway in 
1828, he enjoyed successes with the verse dramas Brand and Peer Gynt, before embarking 
on his great 12-�play cycle of society dramas, which included A Doll's House and Ghosts. 
After twenty-�one years of self-�imposed exile in Italy and Germany, Ibsen died in Norway 
in 1906.

DEBORAH DAWKIN and ERIK SKUGGEVIK, are freelance literary translators.

TORE REM is a professor of British literature at the University of Oslo.
Other Books
A Doll's House, A Doll's House Henrik Ibsen (1828 - 1906) A Doll's House is a three-act play in 
prose by Henrik Ibsen. It premiered at the Royal Theatre in Copenhagen, Denmark, on 21 
December 1879, having been published earlier that month. The play is significant for its 
critical attitude toward 19th-century marriage norms. It aroused great controversy at the 
time, as it concludes with the protagonist, Nora, leaving her husband and children because 
she wants to discover herself. Ibsen was inspired by the belief that "a woman cannot be 
herself in modern society," since it is "an exclusively male society, with laws made by men 
and with prosecutors and judges who assess feminine conduct from a masculine 
standpoint." Its ideas can also be seen as having a wider application: Michael Meyer argued 
that the play's theme is not women's rights, but rather "the need of every individual to find 
out the kind of person he or she really is and to strive to become that person." In a speech 
given to the Norwegian Association for Women's Rights in 1898, Ibsen insisted that he "must 
disclaim the honor of having consciously worked for the women's rights movement," since 
he wrote "without any conscious thought of making propaganda," his task having been 
"the description of humanity." In 2006, the centennial of Ibsen's death, A Doll's House held 
the distinction of being the world's most performed play for that year. UNESCO has 
inscribed Ibsen's autographed manuscripts of A Doll's House on the Memory of the World 
Register in 2001, in recognition of their historical value.
�����. A Doll's House Henrik Ibsen (1828 - 1906) A Doll's House is a three-act play in prose 
by Henrik Ibsen."
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