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When J. the narrator, George, Harris and Montmorency the dog set off on their hilarious
misadventures, they can hardly predict the troubles that lie ahead with tow-ropes,
unreliable weather-forecasts, imaginary illnesses, butter pats and tins of pineapple chunks.
Denounced as vulgar by the literary establishment. Three Men in a Boat nevertheless
caught the spirit of the times. The expansion of education and the increase in office
workers created a new mass readership, and Jerome's book was especially popular
among the ‘clerking classes’ who longed to be ‘free from that fretful haste, that vehement
striving. that is every day becoming more and more the bane of nineteenth-century life
So popular did it prove that Jerome reunited his heroes for a bicycle tour of Germany.
Despite some sharp. and with hindsight, prophetic observations of the country, Three Men
on the Bummel describes an equally picaresque journey constrained only by the necessity
of getting back within a given time to the point from which one started.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in
the English-speaking world. With more than 1700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.

Jerome Klapka Jerome (1859 - 1927). was born in Walsall and moved to London with his
family when he was still a young boy. His unusual middie name was from a Hungarian friend
of his father. Jerome left school at fourteen, after his the death of his mother. This was not
unusual in those days in poor families and Jerome's family was certainly poor. Jerome
started work as a railway clerk but had an artistic nature and soon spent time acting with
various theatre companies - as well as reading in the British Museum library. His stage
experiences led to his first book On the Stage - and Off and to his determination to make
aliving as a writer. Three Men in a Boat, published in 1889, brought him success and
worldwide fame. The critics didn't like Jerome's humour and easy-going style but the
public did. The book was a huge bestseller on both sides of the Atlantic. Sales of the
American edition reached a million copies, even though it was being sold there ilegally! The
gudlities the

Jeremy Lewis spent much of his life working in publishing. He is the author of two highly-
praised volumes of autobiography. Playing for Time and Kindred Spirits, and of biographies
of Cyril Connolly and Tobias Smollett.

Other Books

Three Men on the Bummelby Jerome K. Jerome lilustrated by L. Raven Hil. Three Men on
the Bummel (also known as Three Men on Wheels) is a humorous novel by Jerome K.
Jerome. It was published in 1900, eleven years after his most famous work, Three Men in a
Boat (To Say Nothing of the Dog). The sequel brings back the three companions who
figured in Three Men in a Boat, this time on a bicycle tour through the German Black
Forest. D. C. Browning's introduction to the 1957 Everyman's edition says “Like most sequels,
it has been compared unfavourably with its parent story, but it was only a little less
celebrated than Three Men in a Boat and was for long used as a school book in
Germany."Jeremy Nicholas of the Jerome K. Jerome Society regards it as a "comic
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masterpiece” containing "set pieces” as funny or funnier than those in its predecessor, but,
taken as a whole, not as satisfying due to the lack of as strong a unifying thread. The word
‘Bummel--D. C. Browning writes "The title must be puzzling to many readers, for loummel
will not be found in English dictionaries.[3][4] It is a German word, as Jerome does not
explain until the end of the book, and apart from his book, it has not received any
widespread use in English. (The first American edition. published by Dodd Mead in 1900,
was entitled Three Men on Wheels )[5] One of the characters in the book asks, "how would
you translate [loummel]” to which the narrator replies: "A ‘Bummel." | explained. 'l should
describe as a journey, long or short, without an end: the only thing regulating it being the
necessity of getting back within a given time to the point from which one started.
Sometimes it is through busy streets, and sometimes through the fields and lanes:
sometimes we can be spared for a few hours, and sometimes for a few days. But long or
short, but here or there, our thoughts are ever on the running of the sand. We nod and
smile to many as we pass; with some we stop and talk awhile; and with a few we walk a
little way. We have been much interested. and often a little tired. But on the whole we have
had a pleasant time, and are sorry when it's over.” The general style and manner of the
book are similar to its predecessor. It is a series of humorous vignettes, each of which
builds slowly, through accumulation of layer on layer of detail, through several pages.
Jeremy Nicholas calls these "set pieces.” Most of them concern bicycling. genial (if shallow)
commentary on German culture from the point of view of a British tourist, or situation-
comedy-like depictions of interpersondal interactions between the characters. Cycling--The
novel was written near the end of the Victorian-era bicycle craze, launched by the
development of the two-wheeled safety bicycle. It depicts an era when bicycles had just
become a familiar piece of middle-class recreational equipment. The references to brand
competition, advertising, and enthusiasts’ attitudes toward their equipment resonate with
modern readers. The novel invites comparison with H. G. Wells's 1896 humorous cycling
novel, The Wheels of Chance. Many of the comments on cycling are relevant-and funny-
today. Those who have purchased ergonomic bicycle saddles. intended to relieve pressure
on the perineal nerves, may not know that these are not a new invention: | said ..". There
may be a better land where bicycle saddles are made out of rainbow, stuffed with cloud: in
this world the simplest thing is to get used to something hard. There was that saddle you
bought in Birmingham: it was divided in the middle, and looked like a pair of kidneys." He
said: "You mean that one constructed on anatomical principles.” "Very likely." | replied. "The
box you bought it in had a picture on the cover, representing a sitting skeleton-or rather
that part of a skeleton which does sit." He said: "It was quite correct; it showed you the true
position of the--"1said: "We will not go into details; the picture always seemed to me
indelicate...".

.Many of the comments on cycling are relevant-and funny-today. Those who have
purchased ergonomic bicycle saddles, intended to relieve pressure on the perineal nerves,
may not know that these are not a new invention: | said &quot:.”
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