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The Christian church has left a legacy, a world view, that permeates every aspect of 
Western society, both secular and religious. It is a legacy that fosters sexism, racism, the 
intolerance of difference, and the desecration of the natural environment. The Church, 
throughout much of its history, has demonstrated a disregard for human freedom, dignity, 
and self-determination. It has attempted to control, contain and confine spirituality, the 
relationship between an individual and God. As a result, Christianity has helped to create a 
society in which people are alienated not only from each other but also from the divine. 
This Christianity - called "orthodox Christianity" - has had a devastating impact upon the 
whole of mankind, and its study can help enlighten us as to the very core difference 
between religion and spirituality. When we understand how we have come to be separated 
from the divine, we can begin to heal not only the scars, but the very alienation itself. The 
author notes that her intention here is to offer, not a complete picture of Christian history, 
but only the side which hurt so many and did such damage to spirituality. It is in no way 
intended to diminish the beautiful work that countless Christian men and women have 
done to truly help others. And it is certainly not intended as a defense of or tribute to any 
other religion.
Over a period of nearly two millennia, the Christian Church has oppressed and brutalized 
millions of individuals. Meticulously researched and courageously written, "The Dark Side of 
Christian History" by Helen Ellerbe examines the Church's devastating impact upon human 
freedom, dignity and spirituality. Written for the lay reader, this controversial book is 
especially relevant today as the religious right is attempting to assert greater influence in 
American politics and society. "The Dark Side of Christian History presents a compelling 
argument that the Church's desire to control and contain spiritually motivated its 
persecution of heretics, its burning of libraries, the Crusades, the Inquisition, and the witch-
hunts. This dark Christianity ahs left a legacy, a world view, which permeates every aspect 
of Western society. It is a legacy which fosters sexism, racism, the intolerance of difference 
and the desecration of the natural environment. Helen Ellerbe is a researcher, writer, and 
public speaker living in the San Francisco bay area. -- Midwest Book Review
Other Books
Hinduism - A Critical Review, 
�����. much celebrated Father of the Church, thought that sex was intrinsically evil. 
Denying human free will and ... (source:  The Dark Side of Christian History  - By Helen 
Ellerbe Morningstar Books July 1995 ISBN 0964487349 p. 115 - 121)."
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