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In these fifteen superb stories, this essential author of African American fiction gives us
compelling portraits of a wide range of unforgettable characters, from sassy children to
cunning old men, in scenes shifting between uptown New York and rural North Carolina. A
young girl suffers her first betrayal. A widow flirts with an elderly blind man against the
wishes of her grown-up children. A neighborhood loan shark teaches a white social worker
alesson in responsibility. And there is more. Sharing the world of Toni Cade Bambara's
"straight-up fiction” is a stunning experience.

In these fifteen superb stories, written in a style at once ineffable and immediately
recognizable, Toni Cade Bambara gives us compelling portraits of a wide range of
unforgettable characters, from sassy children to cunning old men, in scenes shifting
between uptown New York and rural North CarolLina. A young girl suffers her first betrayal.
A widow flirts with an elderly blind man against the wishes of her grown-up children. A
neighborhood loan shark teaches o white social worker a lesson in responsibility. And there
is more. Sharing the world of Toni Cade Bambara's "straight-up fiction" is a stunning
experience.’Ms. Bambara grabs you by the throat..she dazzles, she charms.” --Chicago
Daily News

"Among the best portraits of black life to have appeared in some time." -- Saturday
Review

‘Bambara presents situations that build like improvisations on a melody...As drawn with
spirit and subtlety. [Her characters] are-even in their defeats-a pleasure to watch.”

-- Newsweek

Other Books

Childhoods in More Just Worlds, Those who are younger continue to be objects of injustice
and inequity: those who are younger, people of color, females, and human beings living in
poverty have never been included in equitable performances of justice, care, respect, and
fairness. The authors in this international volume use existing social values and institutions--
and the strengths of these varied perspectives--to address justice in ways that have not
previously been considered. The aim is to create more just worlds for those who are
young--as well as for the rest of us. The first set of chapters, Bodies, Beings, and Relations
in More Just Worlds, place at the forefront the lives of those who are younger who are
commonly situated in positions of invisibility, disqualification, and even erasure. In the
second section, Performances of Care and Education for More Just Worlds, the authors
acknowledge that needed (re)conceptudlizations of those who are younger, along with
appreciation for human diversity and entanglements between the so-called human and
nonhuman worlds, are the foundations for more just care and education environments.
From the critique of neoliberal reform discourses to reconceptualizing human relations with
nonhuman animal and material worlds, care and learning environments are rethought. The
set of chapters in the final section, Stir of Echoes: 20th Century Childhoods in the 21st, take-
up the 20th century critical concerns with constructions of “child” that have dominated and
continue to govern perspectives imposed on those who are younger. Suggestions for
becoming-with those who are younger through resources like reconceptudlist scholarship.
Black and Indigenous Studies, and various posthuman perspectives are provided
throughout. Whatever the emphasis or focus of a section or chapter, throughout the
volume is the recognition that dominant discourses (e.g. neoliberal capitalism,
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conservativism, progressivism, human exceptionalism) and the policies they create (and
that facilitate them). influence possibilities for, and limitations to, more just childhood worlds.
Therefore. each section includes chapters that address these complex discourses and
policy issues. The reader is invited to engage with these complexities, to become-with the
various texts, and to generate unthought possibilities for childhoods in more just worlds.
Perfect for courses such as: Curriculum Theory ] Multicultural Education I Cultural
Knowledge of Teachers and Teaching [l Sociocultural Foundations I Anthropology of
Education [ Identity. Agency. and Education ] Race and Ethnic Relations in Schools
Philosophical Foundations of Education I Educational Epistemologies I Theorizing and
Researching Teaching and Learning I Qualitative Research in Education: Paradigms.
Theories, and Exemplars [l Epistemologies and Theories in Multicultural and Equity Studies
Curricular Approaches to Multicultural and Equity Studies in Education I Culturally
Relevant Pedagogy (3) I Multicultural and Global Perspectives in Teaching and Learning
Teaching for Social Justice [l Diversity and Equity in Education ] 21st Century Childhood
Curriculum [} Childhood and Globadlization

. The authors in this international volume use existing social values and institutions--
and the strengths of these varied perspectives--to address justice in ways that have not
previously been considered.”
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