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Offering a diverse variety of perspectives, Exploring Family Theories, Fourth Edition, is a 
combined text/reader that integrates theory with research and applications. In each 
chapter, Suzanne R. Smith and Raeann R. Hamon present the history, scholarship, and 
critiques of one principal family theory in a concise manner. Numerous examples and 
illustrations augment and clarify content, while application questions help students relate 
these theories to the real world. After each chapter, a follow-up journal article exemplifies 
how that particular theory is used to guide actual research.

Suzanne R. Smith
 is Associate Professor of Human Development at Washington State University Vancouver.

Raeann R. Hamon 
is Distinguished Professor of Family Science and Gerontology and Chair of the Human 
Development and Family Science Department at Messiah College.

"This is the best family theory textbook on the market. It is thorough and balanced, and 
includes parallel empirical articles for undergraduate and graduate students. Plus, it is 
written by some of the leaders in our field."--Tyler M. Smith, Baylor University

"Exploring Family Theories offers a comprehensive approach to the study of the family 
that I like very much. The authors' writing style is excellent and the topics are clearly 
explained in a way that is accessible for undergraduate students."--Jean Dawson, Franklin 
Pierce University 

"This book provides an excellent foundation for understanding family theories. It effectively 
discusses and reviews family theory concepts and assumptions."--Anthony Walker, Indiana 
State University 

Other Books
Cultural Diversity and Families, Cultural Diversity and Families: Expanding Perspectives 
breaks new ground by investigating how concepts of cultural diversity have shaped the 
study of families from theoretical and applied perspectives. Authors Bahira Sherif Trask 
and Raeann R. Hamon move the dialogue about culturally diverse families to a new level by 
topically discussing the issues affecting culturally diverse families rather than organizing the 
information by racial and or ethnic groups.
�����.  Exploring family theories . Los Angeles: Roxbury. Kaissi, C. (2005, June). The 
relevance of literature. Paper presented at the Family Science Association's annual 
Teaching Family Science Conference, Strasburg, PA. Kember, D., Ha, T. S., ..."
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