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Terry Pratchett's acclaimed Discworld novels have been number one bestsellers in England 
for more than a decade. In fact, this prolific author sold more hardcover books in the 
United Kingdom during the 1900's than any other living novelist. Critically recognized as 
one of the most celebrated practitioners of satire and parody -- in the company of Kurt 
Vonnegut, Douglas Adams, and Carl Hiaasen -- Pratchett, with his unique brand of 
irreverent humor, is at last being embraced across America.

In this, his twenty-fifth Discworld novel, Pratchett turns his pen on, well, the pen. Or, rather, 
the press, and its power to disseminate and create the truth. The lesser son of one of 
Ankh most privileged families, William de Worde a struggling scribe, hits on the brilliant idea 
of producing his upper-crust newsletter with a newfangled printing press.

Truer to the family motto, Le Mot juste, than his disapproving father can ever realize, de 
Worde soon finds that his Ankh-Morpork Times is a success. So big, in fact, that certain 
nefarious factions would like nothing better than to put him out of business. They begin 
their own rival Ankh-Morpork Inquirer--full of salacious bits -- to do just that. Soon, though, 
de Worde has more than just the competition to fret over. Lord Vetinari, the Patrician of 
Ankh-Morpork, is accused of a serious crime in a seemingly airtight case. But William de 
Worde knows that facts aren't always the truth. Along with a much too prim and proper 
assistant, a roving photographer vampire with a nasty reaction to his flashgun, and a 
talking dog who holds the key to the mystery, William de Worde will stop at nothing to get 
the truth.

And that's the truth.

A dead-on look at the revered fifth estate, the nature of news, and bareknuckled political 
intrigue, The Truth shall make you free. From everything else you'd be doing instead of 
enjoying it, that is.

The Truth, Pratchett's 25th Discworld novel, skewers the newspaper business. When printing 
comes to Ankh-Morpork, it "drag(s) the city kicking and screaming into the Century of the 
Fruitbat." Well, actually, out of the Century of the Fruitbat. As the Bursar remarks, if the 
era's almost over, it's high time they embraced its challenges.
 William de Worde, well-meaning younger son of reactionary nobility, has been providing a 
monthly newsletter to the elite using engraving. Then he is struck (and seriously bruised) by 
the power of the press. The dwarves responsible convince William to expand his letter and 
the Ankh-Morpork Times is born. Soon William has a staff, including Sacharissa Cripslock, 
a genteel young lady with a knack for headline writing, and photographer Otto Chriek. 
Otto's vampirism causes difficulties: flash pictures cause him to crumble to dust and need 
reconstitution, and he must battle his desire for blood, particularly Sacharissa's. When Lord 
Vetinari is accused of attempted murder, the City Watch investigates the peculiar 
circumstances, but William wants to know what really happened. The odds for his survival 
drop as his questions multiply.

 The Truth is satirical, British, and full of sly jokes. Although this cake doesn't rise quite as 
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high as it did in previous volumes, even ordinary Pratchett is pretty darn good, and those 
who haven't read a Discworld novel before can start here and go on to that incredible 
backlist. --Nona Vero
"Other writers are mining the rich seam of comic fantasy that Pratchett first unearthed, but 
what keeps Pratchett on top is - quite literally - the way he tells them." - The Times 
 
" The Truth is an unmitigated delight and very, very funny&#x2026;The pace is compelling 
but he never lets his tale descend into simple farce." - The Times 
 
"[Discworld] has the energy of The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy and the inventiveness 
of Alice in Wonderland&#x2026;[Terry Pratchett] has an intelligent wit and a truly original 
grim and comic grasp of the nature of things." - A.S. Byatt, Sunday Times
Other Books
The Magic of Terry Pratchett, An in-depth look into the life and writings of the bestselling 
author of the Discworld novels, Good Omens, and Nation. The Magic of Terry Pratchett is 
the first full biography of Sir Terry Pratchett ever written. Sir Terry was Britain’s bestselling 
living author*, and before his death in 2015 had sold more than 85 million copies of his 
books worldwide. Best known for the Discworld series, his work has been translated into 
thirty-seven languages, and performed as plays on every continent in the world, including 
Antarctica. Journalist, comedian and Pratchett fan Marc Burrows delves into the back story 
of one of UK’s most enduring and beloved authors, from his childhood in the Chiltern Hills, 
to his time as a journalist, and the journey that would take him—via more than sixty best-
selling books—to an OBE, a knighthood and national treasure status. The Magic Of Terry 
Pratchett is the result of painstaking archival research alongside interviews with friends and 
contemporaries who knew the real man under the famous black hat, helping to piece 
together the full story of one of British literature’s most remarkable and beloved figures for 
the very first time. * Now disqualified on both counts. Praise for The Magic of Terry 
Pratchett "In this encompassing biography of the prolific fantasy and science-fiction 
author, writer and comedian Burrows details both the writing accomplishments and the 
personal life of Sir Terry Pratchett. . . . Burrows spoke to friends and family, and this 
biography has moments of sadness, especially when discussing Pratchett’s fight with 
Alzheimer’s. But the book is also funny and conversational in tone, and an excellent tribute 
to a beloved author.” —Booklist “Affable and consistently engaging . . . Burrow’s buoyant, 
pun-peppered, and aptly footnote-flecked style . . . helpfully marries his subject matter, 
propelling us through decade after decade of a heavily writing-centric life while illuminating 
Pratchett’s complexities and contradictions without any drag in the tempo.” —Locus 
Magazine “An impressively comprehensive, engagingly written biography. ****”—SFX
�����. That year's other  Discworld  offering was more narratively satisfying, though, like 
Eric, it was a relatively lightweight addition to the canon.  Moving Pictures  echoes 
Pyramids, in that it takes one high-concept idea – in this case old ..."
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