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John Dewey's Democracy and Education addresses the challenge of providing quality 
public education in a democratic society. In this classic work Dewey calls for the complete 
renewal of public education, arguing for the fusion of vocational and contemplative studies 
in education and for the necessity of universal education for the advancement of self and 
society. First published in 1916, Democracy and Education is regarded as the seminal work 
on public education by one of the most important scholars of the century.
John Dewey's Democracy and Education addresses the challenge of providing quality 
public education in a democratic society. In this classic work Dewey calls for the complete 
renewal of public education, arguing for the fusion of vocational and contemplative studies 
in education and for the necessity of universal education for the advancement of self and 
society.John Dewey, philosopher and social critic, was the author of more than twenty 
books. He was a professor at Columbia University and a writer for The New Republic. He 
died in 1952. 
Other Books
Education, Democracy and Development, Education is often seen as the key agency in 
international development and poverty reduction. Frequently the emphasis is on the 
economic and social role of education in development. This book, on the other hand, is 
unusual in explicitly examining the political role of education in development. In particular, it 
sets out the theories, evidence and arguments concerning the potential and actual 
relationships between education and democracy and critically explores the contradictory 
role of formal education in both supporting and hindering democratic political 
development. A key theme of the book is the importance of considering the type and 
nature of the education actually provided and experienced – what goes on inside the 
‘black box’ of education? Currently in developing countries and elsewhere this is often at 
odds with democratic principles but the book also provides many examples of successful 
democratic practice in schools in developing countries as well as discussing a detailed case 
study of South Africa where democratic change in education is a key aspect of the policy 
agenda.
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