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Winner of the American Sociological Association PEWS Award (1995) for Distinguished 
Scholarship

The Long Twentieth Century traces the epochal shifts in the relationship between capital 
accumulation and state formation over a 700-year period. Giovanni Arrighi masterfully 
synthesizes social theory, comparative history and historical narrative in this account of the 
structures and agencies which have shaped the course of world history over the 
millennium.

Borrowing from Braudel, Arrighi argues that the history of capitalism has unfolded as a 
succession of "long centuries"-ages during which a hegemonic power deploying a novel 
combination of economic and political networks secured control over an expanding world-
economic space. The modest beginnings, rise and violent unravel-ing of the links forged 
between capital, state power, and geopolitics by hegemonic classes and states are 
explored with dramatic intensity. From this perspective, Arrighi explains the changing 
fortunes of Florentine, Venetian, Genoese, Dutch, English, and finally American capitalism. 
The book concludes with an examination of the forces which have shaped and are now 
poised to undermine America's world power.
Giovanni Arrighi (1937-2009) was Professor of Sociology at Johns Hopkins University. His 
books include The Long Twentieth Century, Adam Smith in Beijing, and, with Beverly Silver, 
Chaos and Governance in the Modern World System. His work has appeared in many 
publications, including New Left Review-who published an interview on his life-long 
intellectual trajectory in March-April 2009, and an obituary in Nov-Dec 2009-and there are 
more accounts on his memorial website."[A] vivid, fact-filled expos� of the cyclical monetary 
forces that surge through human society."-Observer Review

"A work of great theoretical sophistication and formidable range and depth ... Arrighi's 
synthesis is highly original and packed with illuminating and audacious insights."-Geoffrey 
lngham, Cambridge University
Other Books
Labor-management Relations in Puerto Rico During the Twentieth Century, Hernandez-
Diaz documents the 20th-century history of the Puerto Rican labor movement with this 
first scholarly treatment of labor-management relations on the island. While the United 
States mainland and Latin America have influenced labor relations in Puerto Rico, 
significant legal, political, economic, and social factors are unique to the region, and the 
author offers a comprehensive analysis of the similarities and differences between the U.S. 
and Puerto Rican systems. Drawing on official documents and reports from unions and 
local and federal government agencies, labor-management cases from the executive and 
judicial branches, newspaper and academic articles, books, and personal interviews, she 
examines union organizing, collective bargaining, contract administration, labor-
management conflict, and procedures for resolution within the Puerto Rican industrial 
relations system. Students of labor-management relations and those who study public 
administration, social or political science, and labor law, as well as workers, unions, 
managers, and labor relations officials, will find this a valuable reference. "
�����. Hernández-Díaz documents the 20th-century history of the Puerto Rican labor 
movement with this first scholarly treatment of labor-management relations on the island."
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