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From the dawn of civilization to the lightning-paced culture of today, take a fascinating 
journey through the most significant events in history and the big ideas behind each one. 
Bring history to life as you explore the Law Code of Hammurabi, the Renaissance, the 
American Revolution, World War II, and much more.

As part of DK's award-winning Big Ideas Simply Explained series, The History Book uses 
infographics and images to explain key ideas and themes. Biographies of key leaders, 
thinkers, and warriors, from Julius Caesar to Barack Obama, offer insight into their lives and 
further historical insight into these world-changing episodes. Perfect for an avid student or 
armchair historian, the clear explanations of ideologies behind events that have shaped 
our world into what it is today.

The History Book makes the past 4,000 years of history accessible and provides 
enlightenment on the forces that shaped the world as we know it today, for students and 
history buffs alike.

 Series Overview: Big Ideas Simply Explained series uses creative design and innovative 
graphics along with straightforward and engaging writing to make complex subjects easier 
to understand. With over 7 million copies worldwide sold to date, these award-winning 
books provide just the information needed for students, families, or anyone interested in 
concise, thought-provoking refreshers on a single subject.

DK was founded in London in 1974 and is now the world leading illustrated reference 
publisher and a member of the Penguin Random House division of Bertelsmann. DK 
publishes highly visual, photographic non-fiction for adults and children. DK produces 
content for consumers in over 100 countries and over 60 languages, with offices in the UK, 
India, US, Germany, China, Canada, Spain and Australia.

DK's aim is to inspire, educate and entertain readers of all ages, and everything DK 
publishes, whether print or digital, embodies the unique DK design approach. DK brings 
unrivalled clarity to a wide range of topics, with a unique combination of words and 
pictures, put together to spectacular effect. We have a reputation for innovation in design 
for both print and digital products.

Our adult range spans travel, including the award-winning DK Eyewitness Travel Guides, 
history, science, nature, sport, gardening, cookery and parenting. 

DK's extensive children's list showcases a fantastic store of information for children, toddlers 
and babies. DK covers everything from animals and the human body, to homework help 
and craft activities, together with an impressive list of licensing titles, including the best-
selling LEGO� books.

DK acts as the parent company for Alpha Books, publisher of the Idiot's Guides series.
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"[The Big Ideas Simply Explained books] are beautifully illustrated with shadow-like 
cartoons that break down even the most difficult concepts so they are easier to grasp. 
These step-by-step diagrams are an incredibly clever learning device to include, especially 
for visual learners." - Examiner.com

"The visual layout promotes browsing with illustrations, pull quotes, and simple mind maps to 
explain concepts quickly." - Library Journal

"Accessible guide to the great thinkers." - School Library Journal

"Clever and engaging." - Booklist

"Kids are never too young to understand history; it just needs to be presented in the 
appropriate way. With that in mind, The History Book is a fantastic place to start." - 
GeekDad.com

Other Books
The Architecture Book, Discover the key architectural concepts behind the world's most 
incredible buildings and structures. The Architecture Book goes beyond other architecture 
books to analyse not just buildings themselves, but the ideas and principles that make 
each of the featured structures key to the history and evolution of our built environment. 
From ancient and classical architecture through Medieval, Gothic, and Renaissance 
buildings, the explosion of Baroque and Rococo, and the 19th-century "battle of the 
styles\
�����. The Architecture Book goes beyond other architecture books to analyse not just 
buildings themselves, but the ideas and principles that make each of the featured 
structures key to the history and evolution of our built environment."
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