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Road by road, the author carefully points out in layman's terms the complex bedrock 
geology and glacial sculpture that combine to create the many landscapes of New York. 
Anyone interest in geology, general natural history, geography, or history of New York will 
find this book an indispensable and enjoyable reference at the most fundamental level.
Born in 1927 in Orlando, Florida, Bradford B. Van Diver lived in New York state until age 18. 
He graduated from the University of Colorado where he began a history of rock climbing, 
initiating first ascents on Longs Peak and the Flatirons with his climbing partner. He earned 
his PhD from the University of Washington. He taught at the Universities of Colorado, 
Washington, as Guest Professor at Munich, Germany, and retired as emeritus professor of 
geology at SUNY Potsdam where he taught for 24 years. 
He was the author of six books, primarily for the laymen, one of which was a photographic 
album of geology as art. He was an avid photographer, mountaineer, hiker, woodworker, 
kayaker, skier, and world traveler. He was a member of the Adirondack Mountain Club, the 
Colorado Hiking Club, and the Carolina Mountain Club as well as a member of the 
Adirondack 46ers and the AMC 111 Club, a group that has climbed all 111 peaks in the 
Northeast over 4000'. He was a long-term member of the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Canton, NY and of the Asheville Church."The book is rich in photographs, diagrams and 
sketches. . . . It is like having Van Diver along for the ride, directing and explaining . . . the 
expert at your elbow." --The Conservationist
Other Books
Best Tent Camping: New York State, Wilderness abounds in New York State. From the 
Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean, from the Adirondack Mountains to the Catskills, from 
the St. Lawrence River to the Hudson, millions of acres of public lands are dotted with 
hundreds of campgrounds—but you probably only have a precious amount of limited time. 
Where should you go? When should you go? That’s what Best Tent Camping: New York 
State is for—to help you make the wisest use of your time in the wilds of New York. Divided 
geographically into seven sections—Long Island, Catskills/Hudson Valley, Central/
Leatherstocking, Adirondacks, St. Lawrence River, Finger Lakes, and Western—the book is 
a helpful reference for camping enthusiasts throughout the state. Historical tidbits, 
descriptions of wildlife and the occasional personal anecdote add flavor to the 
campground descriptions. Star ratings and maps make choosing the best place to pitch a 
tent a simple task. Making reservations online or blindly over the phone can put a camper 
miles from the restroom, stranded with no shade, or in the middle of a busy campground 
trail. Maps will help campers avoid those pitfalls, and wherever possible the author has even 
recommended specific campsites for maximum privacy, spaciousness, or beauty.
�����. Trails Illustrated Maps. Adirondack Park  series  (Maps 742–746) and Catskill Park 
(Map 755). National Geographic, 2011–2013. Van Diver, Bradford B.  Roadside Geology of 
New York . Mountain Press Publishing Company, 1985."
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