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In his critically acclaimed Four Arguments for the Elimination of Television, author and socidl
critic Jerry Mander proclaimed that television, by its fundamental nature, is dangerous to
personal health and sanity, to the environment, and to the democratic process. With In the
Absence of the Sacred, he goes beyond television to critique our technological society as
a whole.

In this provocative work, Mander challenges the utopian promise of technological society
and tracks its devastating impact on native cultures worldwide. The Western world's loss of
a sense of the sacred in the natural world, he says, has led us toward global environmental
disaster and social disorder and worse lies ahead. Yet models for restoring our relationship
with the Earth exist in the cultures of native peoples. whose values and skills have enabled
them to survive centuries of invasion and exploitation.

Far from creating paradise on Earth, technology has instead produced an unsustainable
contest for resources. Mander surveys the major technologies shaping the new world order”
computers, telecommunications, space exploration, genetic engineering. robotics, and the
corporation itself and warns that they are merging into a global mega-technology. with
dire environmental and political results.

Jerry Mander is a nationally known social commentator, critic, and author of the best-
seling Four Arguments for the Elimination of Television, as well as co-editor of The Case
Against the Global Economy. He lives and works in San Francisco.A heartfelt plea to rethink
the industrial world's alleged headlong rush to oblivion through its mad pursuit of
technology. Mander, who conducts ad campaigns for nonprofit groups, expands greatly
here on ideas he discussed in Four Arguments for the Elimination of Television (1978).
Through clever manipulation of product images and relentless promotion of best-case
scenarios, Mander says, Americans have been sold a bill of goods by corporate,
government, and academic boosters of new technologies. Evidence of this pattern
surfaces in several predominant technologies--computers, TV, genetic and molecular
engineering--and in each case a negative side exists to blacken industry's rosy view.
Provocatively claiming that society would be better off without computers of any kind,
since they benefit the military and a Big Brother mentality far more than they meet
individual needs, Mander argues that serious consideration of age-old native attitudes
toward life and economics is the only viable cure for the cancer of megatechnology. Details
of recent battles between corporate and native interests in Alaska. Nevada. Hopiland.
Hawaii, and elsewhere--in which the author played an active part--make the point that the
spiritual and social values of these native peoples continue to be attacked even as their
perspective becomes more desperately needed. To critics who accuse him of romanticism,
Mander counters: “What is romantic is to believe that technological evolution will ever live
up to its own advertising. or that technology itself can liberate us from the problems it has
created.” Wide-ranging and impassioned--an important reminder as the 500th
anniversary of Columbus's “discovery” approaches that native traditions stil live, and that
they may be the last defense against rampant corporate greed. -- Copyright I 1991, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Other Books

Thinking through Technology. What does it mean to think about technology
philosophically? Why try? These are the issues that Carl Mitcham addresses in this work, a
comprehensive, critical introduction to the philosophy of technology and a discussion of its
sources and uses. Tracing the changing meaning of “technology” from ancient times to our
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own, Mitcham identifies the most important traditions of critical analysis of technology: the
engineering approach, which assumes the centrality of technology in human life; and the
humanities approach. which is concerned with its moral and cultural boundaries. Mitcham
bridges these two traditions through an analysis of discussions of engineering design, of
the distinction between tools and machines, and of engineering science itself. He looks at
technology as it is experienced in everyday life—as material objects (from kitchenware to
computers), as knowledge ( including recipes, rules, theories, and intuitive "know-how"). as
activity (design, construction, and use). and as volition (knowing how to use technology and
understanding its consequences). By elucidating these multiple aspects, Mitcham
establishes criteria for a more comprehensive analysis of ethical issues in applications of
science and technology. This book will guide anyone wanting to reflect on technology and
its moral implications.

. Reprinted in Hickman , ed ., Technology as a Human Affair (1990 ) , pp . 10-25 .
1991. ... In the Absence of the Sacred : The Failure of Technology and the Survival of the
Indian Nations . San Francisco : Sierra Club Books . 446 pp .
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