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A friendship is tested in this irresistible page-turner from New York Times bestselling author 
Elin Hilderbrand. 

Nantucket writer Madeline King could not have picked a worse time to have writer's block. 
Her deadline is looming, her bills are piling up, and inspiration is in short supply. Madeline's 
best friend Grace, is hard at work transforming her garden into the envy of the island with 
the help of a ruggedly handsome landscape architect. Before she realizes it, Grace is on 
the verge of a decision that will irrevocably change her life. Could Grace's crisis be 
Madeline's salvation? As the gossip escalates, and the summer's explosive events come to 
a head, Grace and Madeline try desperately to set the record straight--but the truth might 
be even worse than rumor has it.

The following rumors about Elin Hilderbrand are true: She writes her novels longhand, she is 
a good cook, and a terrible gardener. Everything else is up for speculation. THE RUMOR is 
her 15th novel.PRAISE FOR THE MATCHMAKER:
"Like renting a cottage on Nantucket for the weekend - breezy and sad when you come to 
the end."-The Boston Globe

"Hilderbrand has crafted another of her delectable beach reads, complete with a fairy-tale 
romance....Delicious."-Booklist

"My favorite read of the summer."-Georgea Kovanis, Detroit Free Press

"A new Elin Hilderbrand novel has come to signify the start of summer to readers. With the 
idyllic island setting and her eye for details, her books make you want to plan a trip to 
Nantucket even before you've turned the last page."-The Book Reporter

"A wedding readers won't be able to resist crashing."-Kirkus Reviews

"Hilderbrand's latest is the perfect beach read....[her] straightforward style pulls the reader 
into the minds of her characters, and all the secrets and sorrows that create the universal 
messiness of major family events."-Publishers Weekly
Other Books
The Essex Serpent, Now a major Apple TV series starring Claire Danes and Tom Hiddleston 
THE SUNDAY TIMES NUMBER ONE BESTSELLER 'A blissful novel of unapologetic 
appetites ... here is a writer who understands life' JESSIE BURTON, author of THE 
MINIATURIST London, 1893. When Cora Seaborne's controlling husband dies, she steps into 
her new life as a widow with as much relief as sadness. Along with her son Francis - a 
curious, obsessive boy - she leaves town for Essex, in the hope that fresh air and open 
space will provide refuge. On arrival, rumours reach them that the mythical Essex Serpent, 
once said to roam the marshes claiming lives, has returned to the coastal parish of 
Aldwinter. Cora, a keen amateur naturalist with no patience for superstition, is enthralled, 
convinced that what the local people think is a magical beast may be a yet-undiscovered 
species. As she sets out on its trail, she is introduced to William Ransome, Aldwinter's vicar, 
who is also deeply suspicious of the rumours, but thinks they are a distraction from true 
faith. As he tries to calm his parishioners, Will and Cora strike up an intense relationship, and 
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although they agree on absolutely nothing, they find themselves at once drawn together 
and torn apart, affecting each other in ways that surprise them both. The Essex Serpent is 
a thrilling and unforgettable novel of intrigue, love, and the many forms it can take. A 
modern classic perfect for fans of Jessie Burton, Sarah Waters and Stacey Halls, THE 
ESSEX SERPENT is now a major Apple TV series starring Claire Danes and Tom 
Hiddleston.
�����. Now a major Apple TV series starring Claire Danes and Tom Hiddleston THE 
SUNDAY TIMES NUMBER ONE BESTSELLER 'A blissful novel of unapologetic appetites ... 
here is a writer who understands life' JESSIE BURTON, author of THE MINIATURIST ..."
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