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Nicholai Hel uses his nearly superhuman mental and physical prowess to destroy political 
terrorists and decides to take on The Mother Company itself, a supermonolith of 
espionage and economic monopoly
Nicholai Hel is the world's most wanted man. Born in Shanghai during the chaos of World 
War I, he is the son of an aristocratic Russian mother and a mysterious German father and 
is the protege of a Japanese Go master. Hel survived the destruction of Hiroshima to 
emerge as the world's most artful lover and its most accomplished--and well-paid--
assassin. Hel is a genius, a mystic, and a master of language and culture, and his secret is 
his determination to attain a rare kind of personal excellence, a state of effortless 
perfection known only as "shibumi. 
Now living in an isolated mountain fortress with his exquisite mistress, Hel is unwillingly drawn 
back into the life he'd tried to leave behind when a beautiful young stranger arrives at his 
door, seeking help and refuge. It soon becomes clear that Hel is being tracked by his most 
sinister enemy--a supermonolith of international espionage known only as the Mother 
Company. The battle lines are drawn: ruthless power and corruption on one side, and on 
the other . . . "shibumi.

Joe Barrett
 has appeared both on and off Broadway as well as in hundreds of radio and television 
commercials. He has earned multiple AudioFile Earphones Awards and has been 
nominated for the prestigious Audie Award. He has narrated books by such authors as 
Trevanian, Brian Freeman, Don Winslow, and James W. Huston.

Other Books
Handbook of Digital Games, This book covers the state-of-the-art in digital games 
research and development for anyone working with or studying digital games and those 
who are considering entering into this rapidly growing industry. Many books have been 
published that sufficiently describe popular topics in digital games; however, until now there 
has not been a comprehensive book that draws the traditional and emerging facets of 
gaming together across multiple disciplines within a single volume.
�����. The  Shibumi  set was designed specifically for this purpose and consists of a 4 × 4 
square grid of holes and 16 balls in each of three colors (Figure 1.15). Thirty balls may be 
stacked on this board to form a square pyramidal packing, ..."
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