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A new translation and analysis of the gospel that records the actual words of Jesus

� Explores the gnostic significance of Jesus's teachings recorded in this gospel

� Explains the true nature of the new man whose coming Jesus envisioned 

� Translated and interpreted by the author of the bestselling The Gospel of Mary 
Magdalene and The Gospel of Philip

One of the cache of codices and manuscripts discovered in Nag Hammadi, the Gospel of 
Thomas, unlike the canonical gospels, does not contain a narrative recording Christ's life 
and prophecies. Instead it is a collection of his teachings--what he actually said. These 114 
logia, or sayings, were collected by Judas Didymus Thomas, whom some claim to be 
Jesus's closest disciple. No sooner was this gospel uncovered from the sands of Upper 
Egypt than scholars and theologians began to bury it anew in a host of conflicting 
interpretations and polemics. While some say it is a hodgepodge from the canonical 
gospels, for others it is the source text from which all the gospel writers drew their material 
and inspiration. 

In this new translation of the Gospel of Thomas, Jean-Yves Leloup shows that the Jesus 
recorded by the "infinitely skeptical and infinitely believing" Thomas has much in common 
with gnostics of non-dualistic schools. Like them, Jesus preaches the coming of a new 
man, the genesis of the man of knowledge. In this gospel, Jesus describes a journey from 
limited to unlimited consciousness. The Jesus of Thomas invites us to drink deeply from the 
well of knowledge that lies within, not so that we may become good Christians but so we 
may attain the self-knowledge that will make each of us, too, a Christ.
Jean-Yves Leloup is the founder of the Institute of Other Civilization Studies and the 
International College of Therapists. His other books include the bestselling The Gospel of 
Mary Magdalene and The Gospel of Philip. He lives in France.CHRISTIAN STUDIES / 
GNOSTICISM 
 
"Among all the astonishing documents unearthed in 1945 near the desert village of Nag 
Hammadi, the Gospel of Thomas has made the greatest impact on our understanding of 
Christianity. . . . The words in this text have the power to touch an unknown part of 
ourselves that brings with it an undeniable recognition of truth and hope." 

--
Jacob Needleman, author of Lost Christianity and The American Soul 
 
"In this remarkable book, scholar-mystic Jean-Yves Leloup invites us to meditate on the 
"eternal jewel,' the revelation of Jesus, and on the reign of God spread all around us, within 
and without. May these logia of Jesus translated from the Gospel of Thomas fall on good 
soil and yield a bountiful harvest of peace, justice, and enlightenment." 

--
Margaret Starbird, author of The Woman with the Alabaster Jar: Mary Magdalen and the 
Holy Grail 
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One of the cache of codices and manuscripts discovered in Nag Hammadi, the Gospel of 
Thomas, unlike the canonical gospels, does not contain a narrative recording Christ's life 
and prophecies. Instead, it is a collection of his teachings in 114 logia, or sayings, that were 
gathered by Judas Didymus Thomas, whom some claim was Jesus' closest disciple. No 
sooner was this gospel uncovered from the sands of Upper Egypt than scholars and 
theologians began to bury it anew in a host of conflicting interpretations and polemics. 
While some say it is a hodgepodge from the canonical gospels, for others it is the source 
text from which all the gospel writers drew their material and inspiration. 
 
In this new translation of the Gospel of Thomas, Jean-Yves Leloup shows that the Jesus 
recorded by the "infinitely skeptical and infinitely believing" Thomas has much in common 
with gnostics of nondualistic schools. Like them, Jesus preaches the coming of a new man, 
the genesis of the man of knowledge. In this gospel, Jesus describes a journey from limited 
to unlimited consciousness. The Jesus of Thomas invites us to drink deeply from the well of 
knowledge that lies within, not so that we may become good Christians, but so that we 
may attain the self-knowledge that will make each of us, too, a Christ. 
 
JEAN-YVES LELOUP is the founder of the Institute of Other Civilization Studies and the 
International College of Therapists. His other books include the bestselling The Gospel of 
Mary Magdalene and The Gospel of Philip. He lives in France. 

Other Books
The Secret Teachings of Jesus, In December 1945, two Egyptian fellahin, digging for natural 
fertilizer in the Nile River valley unearthed a sealed storage jar. The jar proved to hold 
treasure of an unexpected sort: a collection of some fifty-two ancient manuscripts, most of 
which reflect the teachings of a mystical religious movement we call Gnosticism (from the 
Greek word gnosis, "knowledge"). The texts are also, with few exceptions, Christian 
documents, and thus they provide us with valuable new information about the character of 
the early church, and about the Gnostic Christians within the church. In this volume, Marvin 
W. Meyer has produced a new English translation for general readers of four of the most 
important and revealing of these early Christian texts -- the Secret Book of James, the 
Gospel of Thomas, the Book of Thomas, and the Secret Book of John.
�����. In this volume, Marvin W. Meyer has produced a new English translation for general 
readers of four of the most important and revealing of these early Christian texts -- the 
Secret Book of James, the Gospel of Thomas, the Book of Thomas, and ..."
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