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With the dawn of the twentieth century on the horizon, the fortunes of the venerable 
Vanderbilt family still shine brightly in the glittering high society of Newport, Rhode Island. 
But when a potential scandal strikes, the Vanderbilts turn to cousin and society page 
reporter Emma Cross to solve a murder and a disappearance. . .
  
 Responding to a frantic call on her newfangled telephone from her eighteen-year-old 
cousin, Consuelo Vanderbilt, Emma Cross arrives at the Marble House mansion and learns 
the cause of her distress--Consuelo's mother, Alva, is forcing her into marriage with the 
Duke of Marlborough. Her mother has even called in a fortune teller to assure Consuelo of a 
happy future.
  
 But the future is short-lived for the fortune teller, who is found dead by her crystal ball, 
strangled with a silk scarf. Standing above her is one of the Vanderbilts' maids, who is 
promptly taken into police custody. After the frenzy has died down, Consuelo is nowhere to 
be found. At Alva's request, Emma must employ her sleuthing skills to determine if the 
vanishing Vanderbilt has eloped with the beau of her choice--or if her disappearance may 
be directly connected to the murder. . .
Alyssa Maxwell knew from an early age that she wanted to be a novelist. Growing up in 
New England and traveling to Great Britain fueled a passion for history, while a love of 
puzzles of all kinds drew her to the mystery genre. She and her husband reside in Florida, 
where she loves to watch BBC productions, sip tea in the afternoons, and delve into the 
past. You can learn more about Alyssa and her books at 
www.alyssamaxwell.com."...Solid...Maxwell again deftly weaves fictional and real-life 
characters into her story."  ~Publisher's Weekly

"...Delightful...Fans of Victoria Thompson or Deanna Raybourn are sure to enjoy dipping into 
this historical series." ~Library Journal

 "A creditable mystery, solved by a female detective who's likable." ~Kirkus Reviews
Other Books
Karena Winn-Dixie, Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of 
Naomi, Florida, and all the good things that happen to her because of her big ugly dog 
Winn-Dixie.
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