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This is the true story, as told to the doctor who looked after him just before he died, of the 
life of one of the last traditional yakuza in Japan. It wasn't a "good" life, in either sense of 
the word, but it was an adventurous one; and the tale he has to tell presents an honest and 
oddly attractive picture of an insider in that separate, unofficial world.

In his low, hoarse voice, he describes the random events that led the son of a prosperous 
country shopkeeper to become a member, and ultimately the leader, of a gang organizing 
illegal dice games in Tokyo's liveliest entertainment area. He talks about his first police raid, 
and the brutal interrogation and imprisonment that followed it. He remembers his first love 
affair, and the girl he ran away with, and the weeks they spent wandering about the 
countryside together. Briefly, and matter-of-factly, he describes how he cut off the little 
finger of his left hand as a ritual gesture of apology. He explains how the games were run 
and the profits spent; why the ties between members of "the brotherhood" were so 
important; and how he came to kill a man who worked for him.

What emerges is a contradictory personality: tough but not unsentimental; stubborn yet 
willing to take life more or less as it comes; impulsive but careful to observe the rules of the 
business he had joined.

And in the end, when his tale is finished, you feel you would probably have liked him if you'd 
met him in person. Fortunately, Dr. Saga's record of his long conversations with him 
provides a wonderful substitute for that meeting.

Dr. JUNICHI SAGA is a medical doctor with a general practice in Tsuchiura, Ibaraki 
Prefecture, on Lake Kasumigaura. He began taping his elderly patients' reminiscences 
about thirty years ago when he realized what a wealth of detail and information they 
contained. He has published numerous works of local history and ecology, two of which are 
available in English: Memories of Wind and Waves and Memories of Silk and Straw. In his 
spare time he does ink painting.

JOHN BESTER, the translator, is one of the foremost translators of Japanese fiction. In 
1990 he was given the first Noma Award for the Translation of Japanese Literature, for his 
English version of a short-story collection by Yukio Mishima entitled Acts of Worship.
From "Eloping" in Part II 
I went with her as far as Koiwa, then went on alone to Funabashi, found an eating place 
where they knew me, and asked them to lend me a kitchen knife. 

"Haven't seen you for ages, Eiji," said a cook with a cotton towel bound neatly around his 
forehead. "What do you want it for?" 

"I'm going to use it here, so don't worry. I'll give it back to you right away." 

He gave me the knife. I held one end of a bit of string I'd brought with me between my 
teeth, got hold of the other end with my right hand, and tied it around the little finger of my 
left hand. I pulled it as tight as I could. Then I chopped off the tip of the finger. The cook 
just stood there gawping, but it hurt too much for me to bother about him. I cut off one 
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end of the clean white cotton of my bellyband, bound up the finger, then asked him for a 
sheet of paper. I wrapped the bit of finger in it, and left. I wasn't at all sure that cutting off a 
finger would be enough to make them let me off, but there wasn't any other way by now. 
So I set out for Makuta's place in a sort of what-the-hell mood. 

When I called out in the entrance, a maid came out, and a young man with her. I introduced 
myself and said I'd come to apologize, and held out the finger, still wrapped in its piece of 
paper. 

"Just wait there a second, will you?" the man said, and disappeared inside the house. I 
didn't know whether Makuta was in or not, but I could hear women talking at the back of 
the house. My hand by now was throbbing like hell, and my kimono was soaked with 
clammy sweat. 

After a while the same man came out again and said, more politely than I'd expected, "The 
boss says he understands. Now will you please leave?" 

"I see," I said. "I'm much obliged." And I bowed and left. 

It all went off so simply that I felt kind of let down. After that, I went straight back to 
Asakusa. On the way, I kept wondering why he'd made so little fuss, but I couldn't make any 
sense of it. So I assumed my boss must have done the apologizing for me. The boss was 
back in town by then. He glanced at me when I showed up, and said, "Mind you take 
yourself a bit more seriously from now on." And that was all he ever said about it.

Other Books
Down the Highway, The acclaimed biography—now updated and revised. “Many writers 
have tried to probe [Dylan’s] life, but never has it been done so well, so captivatingly” (The 
Boston Globe). Howard Sounes’s Down the Highway broke news about Dylan’s fiercely 
guarded personal life and set the standard as the most comprehensive and riveting 
biography on Bob Dylan. Now this edition continues to document the iconic songwriter’s life 
through new interviews and reporting, covering the release of Dylan’s first #1 album since 
the seventies, recognition from the Pulitzer Prize jury for his influence on popular culture, 
and the publication of his bestselling memoir, giving full appreciation to his artistic 
achievements and profound significance. Candid and refreshing, Down the Highway is a 
sincere tribute to Dylan’s seminal place in postwar American cultural history, and remains 
an essential book for the millions of people who have enjoyed Dylan’s music over the years. 
“Irresistible . . . Finally puts Dylan the human being in the rocket’s red glare.” —Detroit Free 
Press
�����. In the last years of his  life  an old-style  Japanese  gangster named Ijichi Eiji told his  
life  story to his doctor who ... the interviews into a book, published in  Japan  in 1989, then 
two years later in English as  Confessions of a Yakuza ."
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