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On the last hot day of summer in 1992, gunfire cracked over a rocky knob in northern
ldaho, just south of the Canadian border. By the next day three people were dead, and a
small war was joined, pitting the full might of federal law enforcement against one well-
armed family. Drawing on extensive interviews with Randy Weaver's family, government
insiders, and others, Jess Walter traces the paths that led the Weavers to their
confrontation with federal agents and led the government to treat a family like a gang of
criminals.

This is the story of what happened on Ruby Ridge: the tragic and unlikely series of events
that destroyed a family, brought down the number-two man in the FBI, and left in its wake
a nation increasingly attuned to the dangers of unchecked federal power.

Jess Walter is the author of six novels, including the bestsellers Beautiful Ruins and The
Financial Lives of the Poets, the National Book Award finadlist The Zero, and Citizen Vince,
the winner of the Edgar Award for best novel. His short fiction has appeared in Harper's,
McSweeney's, and Playboy, as well as The Best American Short Stories and The Best
American Nonrequired Reading. He lives in his hometown of Spokane, Washington.

"A stunning job of reporting.” (New York Times Book Review)

"A briliant, cautionary tale of the dangers of conspiracy thinking-by people and by
governments.” (Dennis Prager, talk show host and author of Think a Second Time)

"The most comprehensive, even-handed and best written account of Ruby Ridge currently
in print." (Washington Times)

" Jess Walter's careful chronicle of what happened in and around that cabin in..northern
Idaho..is remarkably complete.” (Salt Lake City Tribune)

"Tightly reported..an even-handed..excellent, minute-by-minute account.” (The Portland
Oregonian)

"A meticulously researched account of the Ruby Ridge incident.” (People magazine)

Other Books

All Crises are Global, "A leading expert in corporate communications provides the basics of
an effective crisis management plan.” - dust jacket.

.If the tragedy at Waco can teach us anything . it is the danger of allow- ing
ourselves to be deceived or letting .. Shall Bow : The Truth and Tragedy of Ruby Ridge
and the Randy Weaver Family (New York : Regan Books , 1995) , 375
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