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The first Westerner to meet Mao Tse-tung and the Chinese Communist leaders in 1936, 
Edgar Snow came away with the first authorized account of Mao's life, as well as a history 
of the famous Long March and the men and women who were responsible for the Chinese 
revolution. Out of that experience came Red Star Over China, a classic work that remains 
one of the most important books ever written about the birth of the Communist 
movement in China. This edition includes extensive notes on military and political 
developments in China, further interviews with Mao Tse-tung, a chronology covering 125 
years of Chinese revolution, and nearly a hundred detailed biographies of the men and 
women who were instrumental in making China what it is today.
"A journalistic scoop in 1937, this book has since become a historical classic. When Snow 
made his way through Nationalist lines to the barren reaches of Shensi Province in June 
1936, the communists had only recently emerged, exhausted and decimated, from their 
6,000-mile Long March. Snow found them developing the distinctive brand of communism 
that governed the lives of the Chinese people during the Maoist era and that only in 
recent years has begun to change under the impact of Deng Xiaoping's reforms. Many of 
the men Snow interviewed in 1936 were the first- generation leaders of communist China. 
The best-known section of the book is Mao's autobiography as related to Snow, which is 
still one of the most important documents on that subject. Another important section is 
the graphic description of the Long March. Snow's sympathetic portrayal of the Chinese 
communists is somewhat naive, however, and it exposed him to widespread criticism during 
the McCarthy years."-Donald Zagoria, Foreign Affairs
Other Books
1956, This book makes sense of the inner connection between China's political and 
diplomatic involvement in the Hungarian crisis and the influence this crisis had on a series 
of mysterious policy shifts.
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China  :  The Classic Account of the Birth of Chinese Communism  . New York : Grove Press , 
1994 . Spence , Jonathan . “ On Chinese Revolutionary Literature ."
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