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The opening of former secret Soviet archives has broadened the documentary base for a 
new study of Bolshevik policy in China on the eve of and during the revolution of 1925-1927. 
The aim of this work is to incorporate these new documents into a scholarly study and on 
that basis to explore the essence of the Russian Bolsheviks' main concepts concerning the 
Chinese revolution. The work was designed to determine the influence of these concepts 
exerted on the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) through an analysis of the way various 
adherents of the Chinese Communist movement perceived them.

 The primary sources used in this book include: previously unpublished archival material on 
the Comintern, the All-Union Communist Party (Bolshevik), and the CCP, reflecting the 
theories and political practice of Leninism, Trotskyism, and Stalinism, and of the Russian 
and Chinese Left Oppositions; works by Lenin, Stalin, Trotsky, and other leaders of the 
Executive Committee of the Communist International and the CCP published in East Asia, 
Europe, and the U.S.; Comintern journals and bulletins; private interviews carried out by the 
author with participants and eyewitnesses of the events treated in the book; and memoirs 
of various Chinese revolutionaries.

Alexander Pantsov is associate professor in the Department of History and Political Science 
at Capital University, Columbus, Ohio.

'Alexander Pantsov is one of the most able scholars to have taken 
advantage of these new research opportunities, by exploitng 
masses of previously inaccessible Russian archival sources.'
 - International Review of Social History
Other Books
Trotsky, Revolutionary practitioner, theorist, factional chief, sparkling writer, ‘ladies’ 
man’ (e.g., his affair with Frieda Kahlo), icon of the Revolution, anti-Jewish Jew, philosopher 
of everyday life, grand seigneur of his household, father and hunted victim, Trotsky lived a 
brilliant life in extraordinary times. Robert Service draws on hitherto unexamined archives 
and on his profound understanding of Russian history to draw a portrait of the man and his 
legacy, revealing that though his followers have represented Trotsky as a pure 
revolutionary soul and a powerful intellect unjustly hounded into exile by Stalin and his 
henchmen. The reality is very different, as this masterful and compelling biography reveals.
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