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"Warm, energetic, and charming." -The Houston Post
  
 Mama Ruby's known for taking things that aren't rightfully hers, like her best friend's 
stillborn infant, who she brought back to life and christened Maureen. She's also rumored to 
have done away with her husband. Some fear her, others try their best to avoid her. But 
Mama Ruby doesn't pay them any mind. Not when she's got the one gift God gave her-
her precious baby girl.
  
 "Monroe's literary canvas is painted with verve and humor and passion." -Christian Science 
Monitor
  
 But growing up with a mama like Ruby is enough to make any half-sane girl wish for 
something-anything-else. And when Maureen gets the chance to explore the "real" world, 
you can bet she's going to take it...and run like hell.
  
 "There is an electricity and vitality to this novel that makes it unique. Mary Monroe is a 
remarkable talent." -Chicago Sun-Times
Mary Monroe, the daughter of sharecroppers, is the author of the award-winning and New 
York Times bestselling God series that includes God Don't Like Ugly and God Don't Make 
No Mistakes, among other novels. Winner of the AAMBC Maya Angelou Lifetime 
Achievement Award and the PEN/Oakland Josephine Miles Award, Mary Monroe currently 
lives in Oakland, California, and loves to hear from her readers via e-mail at 
AuthorAuthor5409@aol.com. Visit Mary's website at MaryMonroe.org.Mama Ruby is the 
seventh daughter of a seventh daughter, with healing hands and an inconceivably vengeful 
spirit. After successfully bringing her best friend's stillborn baby to life, she claims the child 
as her own and runs away to a migrant settlement in the Everglades. Mama Ruby's ever-
increasing girth and unhealthy dependence on her daughter, Maureen, cause her to make 
choices and decisions that are both troubling and foolish. Mama Ruby makes sure that 
Maureen is treated special by giving her the upper room of the house. It becomes 
Maureen's special place and is off-limits to most people, especially men. As Maureen grows 
into a beautiful woman, she begins to have desires of a life outside of Mama Ruby's 
watchful eye and of a city far away. It takes an unthinkable series of events for Maureen 
and Mama Ruby to accept the other's ways and needs. A chilling story that is bound to 
astound Monroe's fans. Lillian Lewis
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