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For educators individually and collectively who aspire to implement a curriculum based on 
intellectual quality, and who recognize the importance of infusing the teaching of academic 
literacy across the curriculum, Pauline Gibbons' book provides inspiration and guidance. 
The wealth of classroom examples based on actual practice convincingly refutes the 
argument, reflected in much current practice, that EL and low-income students are 
incapable of benefiting from an intellectually challenging, inquiry-based curriculum.
 

-Jim Cummins
 University of Toronto Deep understanding, critical thinking, subject knowledge, and control 
of academic literacy are goals we have for all our students. The challenge for teachers is 
to find a way of teaching that helps everyone, including English learners, to reach these 
high expectations. In English Learners, Academic Literacy, and Thinking, Pauline Gibbons 
presents an action-oriented approach that gives English learners high-level support to 
match our high expectations. Focusing on the middle grades of school, she shows how to 
plan rigorous, literacy-oriented, content-based instruction and illustrates what a high-
challenge, high-support curriculum looks like in practice. Gibbons (author of Scaffolding 
Language, Scaffolding Learning) presents and discusses in detail five broad areas that 
enable English learners to participate in high-quality learning across the curriculum:  
>> engaging deeply with intellectual contexts  
>> developing academic literacy  
>> employing reading strategies and improving comprehension  
>> gaining writing independence and learning content-area genres  
>> using classroom talk to make sense of new concepts and as a bridge to writing.   Based 
on these areas she then presents guidelines on designing long-term, high-quality 
instruction that simultaneously provides explicit scaffolding for English learners. Gibbons 
makes these guidelines an instructional reality through dozens of examples of rich activities 
and tasks that can be used across the curriculum and that support the learning of all 
students. English Learners, Academic Literacy, and Thinking supports teachers with doable 
plans for instruction, reflection questions for individual or group study together, and 
suggestions for further reading. The book is a valuable resource for inservice training and 
college courses and provides an ideal basis for a schoolwide response to the growing 
challenges of raising the achievement of English language learners.

Pauline Gibbons taught postgraduate and undergraduate TESOL courses at the University 
of Technology, Sydney, for many years, and is now an Adjunct Professor at the University 
of New South Wales, Sydney. She is also an independent EL consultant and her work with 
teachers has taken her to Hong Kong, Sweden, Laos, Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand, China, 
South Africa, Marshall Islands, Iran, Germany, UK, and USA. She has published extensively in 
EL education, including Bridging Discourses in the ESL Classroom: students, teachers and 
researchers (Continuum, 2006), and two other Heinemann books: Learning to Learn in a 
Second Language (1993) and English Learners, Academic Literacy and Thinking: Learning 
in the Challenge Zone (2009).
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to calls to act as an agent of progressive social change, higher education is facing a series 
of challenges. There is an urgent need for a rigorous and sophisticated research base to 
support the informed development of practices. Yet studies of educational practices in 
higher education remain theoretically underdeveloped and segmented by discipline and 
country. Building Knowledge in Higher Education illustrates how Legitimation Code Theory 
is bringing research together from across the disciplinary map and enabling practical 
change in a rigorously theorized way. The volume addresses both students and educators. 
Part I explores ways of supporting student achievement from STEM to the arts, from 
introductory courses to doctoral training, and from using new digital media to reflective 
writing. Part II focuses on academic staff development in higher education, reaching from 
curriculum design to pedagogic practices. All chapters focus on issues of contemporary 
relevance to higher education, showing how Legitimation Code Theory enables these 
issues to be understood and practices improved. Building Knowledge in Higher Education 
brings together internationally renowned scholars in higher education studies, academic 
development, academic literacies, and sociology, with some of the brightest new 
researchers. The volume significantly extends understandings of teaching and learning in 
changing higher education contexts and so contributes to educational research and 
practice. It will be essential reading not only to scholars and students in these fields but 
also to scholars and educators in higher education more generally.
�����.  English learners ,  academic literacy, and thinking :  Learning in the challenge zone . 
Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. Gibbons, P. (2015). Scaffolding language, scaffolding learning: 
Teaching English language learners in the mainstream classroom ..."
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