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He served as Hitler's architect. the undisputed master of the German war machine. and the
one responsible for conscripted foreign labor in the Third Reich. And, when Albert Speer
was captured and sentenced at Nuremberg--after becoming the only defendant to plead
guilty--he started keeping this secret diary, much of it on toilet paper. After 20 years of
imprisonment, he found 25,000 of the smuggled pages waiting for him, and from those
entries he shaped this deeply powerful document. "Albert Speer's book is a deeply
moving document. It is also of extraordinary political and psychological interest..a must for
anyone interested in psychological motivation of political action and the problem of guilt
and repentance. But, beyond this it is so fascinatingly written that | could not put it down
before | finished it." --Erich Fromm.

Albert Speer (March 19, 1905 - September 1 1981) was a German architect who was, for
part of World War II. Minister of Armaments and War Production for the Third Reich. Speer
was Adolf Hitler's chief architect before assuming ministerial office. As "the Nazi who said
sorry”. he accepted responsibility at the Nuremberg trials and in his memoirs for crimes of
the Nazi regime. His level of involvement in the persecution of the Jews and his level of
knowledge of the Holocaust remain matters of dispute. As Hitler's Minister of Armaments
and War Production, Speer was so successful that Germany’s war production continued to
increase despite massive and devastating Allied bombing. After the war, he was tried at
Nuremberg and sentenced to 20 years in prison for his role in the Nazi regime, principally
for the use of forced labour. He served his full sentence. most of it at Spandau Prison in
West Berlin. Following his release from Spandau in 1966, Speer published two bestseling
autobiographical works, Inside the Third Reich and Spandau: The Secret Diaries, detailing
his often close personal relationship with Hitler, and providing readers and historians with a
unique perspective within the workings of the Nazi regime. He later wrote a third book,
Infiltration. about the SS. Speer died of natural causes in 1981 while on a visit to
London.Text: English. German (translation)
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