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A darkly witty tale of two siblings' struggle to achieve happiness in the shadow of their 
father's pride

 To Paul Dombey, business is all and money can do anything. He runs his family life as he 
runs his firm: coldly, calculatingly and commercially. The only person he cares for is his frail 
son, grooming him for entry into the family business; his daughter Florence, abandoned 
and ignored, craves affection from her unloving father, who sees her only as a 'base coin 
that couldn't be invested'. As Dombey's callousness extends to others - from his defiant 
second wife Edith, to Florence's admirer Walter Gay - he sows the seeds of his own 
destruction. Can this heartless businessman be redeemed? A compelling depiction of a 
man imprisoned by his own pride, Dombey and Son explores the devastating effects of 
emotional deprivation on a dysfunctional family and on society as a whole. In his 
introduction, Andrew Sanders discusses the character of Paul Dombey, business and family 
relationships in Dombey and Son and their similarities to Dickens's own childhood. This 
edition also includes a chronology, further reading, appendices, notes and the original 
illustrations by 'Phiz'.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in 
the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a 
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. 
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and 
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date 
translations by award-winning translators.
Founded in 1906 by J.M. Dent, the Everyman Library has always tried to make the best 
books ever written available to the greatest number of people at the lowest possible price. 
Unique editorial features that help Everyman Paperback Classics stand out from the 
crowd include: a leading scholar or literary critic's introduction to the text, a biography of 
the author, a chronology of her or his life and times, a historical selection of criticism, and a 
concise plot summary. All books published since 1993 have also been completely restyled: 
all type has been reset, to offer a clarity and ease of reading unique among editions of the 
classics; a vibrant, full-color cover design now complements these great texts with beautiful 
contemporary works of art. But the best feature must be Everyman's uniquely low price. 
Each Everyman title offers these extensive materials at a price that competes with the 
most inexpensive editions on the market-but Everyman Paperbacks have durable binding, 
quality paper, and the highest editorial and scholarly standards."Dombey and Son, Charles 
Dickens's story of a powerful man whose callous neglect of his family triggers his 
professional and personal downfall, showcases the author's gift for vivid characterization 
and unfailingly realistic description. As Jonathan Lethem contends in his Introduction, 
Dickens's "genius . . . is at one with the genius of the form of the novel itself: Dickens willed 
into existence the most capacious and elastic and versatile kind of novel that could be, 
one big enough for his vast sentimental yearnings and for every impulse and fear and 
hesitation in him that countervailed those yearnings too. Never parsimonious and 
frequently contradictory, he always gives us everything he can, everything he's planned to 
give, and then more." This Modern Library Paperback Classic was set from the 1867 
"Charles Dickens" edition.
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Dealings With the Firm of Dombey and Son, 
�����. This is a reproduction of the original artefact. Generally these books are created 
from careful scans of the original. This allows us to preserve the book accurately and 
present it in the way the author intended."
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