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‘The Admiral was quite certain that they were near land ... He promised to give a sik
doublet to the first sailor who should report it’

No gamble in history has been more momentous than the landfall of Columbus's ship the
Santa Maria in the Americas in 1492 - an event that paved the way for the conquest of a
‘New World'. The accounts collected here provide a vivid narrative of his voyages
throughout the Caribbean and finally to the mainland of Central America. although he still
believed he had reached Asia. Columbus himself is revealed as a fascinating and
contradictory figure, fluctuating from awed enthusiasm to paranoia and eccentric
geographical speculation. Prey to petty quarrels with his officers, his pious desire to bring
Christian civilization to 'savages’ matched by his rapacity for gold, Columbus was
nonetheless an explorer and seaman of staggering vision and achievement.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in
the English-speaking world. With more than 1700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.

M Cohen (1903 - 1989) was the translator of many volumes for the Penguin Classics,
including versions of Rabelais, Cervantes and Montaigne. Text: English, Italian (translation)
Other Books

Cultural History of Reading, What is it about some books that makes them timeless?
Cultural History of Reading looks at books from their earliest beginnings through the
present day, in both the U.S. and regions all over the world. Not only fiction and literature,
but religious works, dictionaries, scientific works, and home guides such as Mrs. Beeton's all
have had an impact on not only their own time and place, but continue to capture the
attention of readers today. Volume 1examines the history of books in regions throughout
the world, identifying both literature and nonfiction that was influenced by cultural events of
its time. Volume 2 identifies books from the pre-colonial era to the present day that have
had lasting significance in the United States. History students and book lovers alike wil
enjoy discovering the books that have impacted our world.

. The Cairo Trilogy : Palace Walk . Palace of Desire . Sugar Street . Translated by
Wiliam Maynard Hutchins . et al . New York : Everyman's Library , 2001. Original title and
publication date : Al - Thulathiyyah , 1956-7
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